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Name: Roma Arellano

Affiliation: Bosque School

if we’ve learned anything from the global economic crisis, it is that Bigger is NOT Better. Today we’re here
to talk about BIG BOX Wal-Mart and its plan to locate a 100,000+-square-foot store at the corner of Coors
and Montano, just a stane’s throw from our beloved BIG River and Bosque School.

I've spent several days researching the effects of Wal-Mart and other BIG BOX retailers, and t am
overwhelmed by the amount of data that point to the negative impact on local communities—research that
shows that Wal-Mart and similar retailers push out local businesses, reduce employment, and contribute to

strains on public welfare due to low wages and benefits.

I will cite just one of these studies, because it stood out as | considered the retail center just north of the
proposed Wal-Mart, which consists of several stores that | shop at, including an Albertson’s, a Keiler's
butcher shop, Cupcake Fetish, and other small and medium-sized stores:

s According to a study by the University of California, which tracked Wal-Mart’s expansion across
3,000 counties, the opening of a Wai-Mart store resuited in a net loss of 150 jobs on average, For
every 5 people hired at a new Wal-Mart store, 7 people lost their jobs at existing businesses.

Then there is the matter of crime. Being that this store would reside in front of the secondary school that
my two daughters attend, | wanted to see what | could find out about the possibility that a Wal-Mart or any
other BIG BOX store might negatively affect safety. Again, | was overwhelmed by what | found. Wal-Mart is
a 24-hour opportunity for crime. Murders, attempted murders, kidnappings, carjackings, burglaries—it is all
there, According to walmartcrimereport.com, there have been almost 10,000 police calls to 6 Albuguerque
Wal-Marts since 2002. Can you imagine the crime potential for a Wal-Mart that is a hop, skip, and a jump to
the woods over yonder? With a school in between?

1 am not anti-corporation. | work for a multinational technology company, and in fact what | do is travel
arcund the world doing the Human Resources assessment when my company seeks to expand to new
locations. | look at what makes cities livable and what helps them to thrive economically. | can assure you
that our city and this West Side gain much more from excellent secondary education options, like Bosque
School, and beautiful open space and environmental draws, like the Rio Grande and its surrounding woods,

than we will ever get from another Wal-Mart.

Sometimes it takes uniting against that thing we fear becoming in arder to realize what it is we are and
what we want to nurture for the future. This spot is the core of Albuquergue’s West side. So far it has
escaped the sprawling any-big-ugly-city look that you find in other places. | urge city officials to work
with your constituencies that have already committed to this location to help keep it safe,
ecanomically viable, and consistent with this community’s vision for itseif. Thank you.
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Anna Barrios
6509 Mesa Mariposa PLNW
Albuguerque, NM 87120

September 28, 2011

wal-mart Corporation
Coors / Montano Construction
Albuquerque NM 87120

TO: Wal-mart Construction Planners:

This letter is to state that as a resident of Taylor Ranch | oppose the plans to construct @ Wal-mart Store at the
intersection of Coors and Montano. The reasons for my opposition are the following:

1. The Taylor Ranch neighborhood has a well diversified business community and does not need the services
provided by Wal-mart. Furthermare, a Wa-Imart would negatively impact the established economy of the

neighborhood.

2. The construction of a Wa-Imart at the Coors / Montano location will negatively impact the traffic in this
atready congested area. The construction would also negatively impact the flow of traffic across the
Montano bridge which is not equipped to handle the volume the store would create. Another concernis
that this intersection is not pedestrian friendly and therefore would impact the safety of individuals.

3. The construction of a Wal-mart at the Coors / Montano location would negatively impact youth since the
sales of alcohol and firearms would be next to the Bosque Prep School. It has been said that “the health
of a community is determined by the wellbelng of its youth and elderly”. Placing dangerous items at arm’s
reach for our youth is not acceptable!

4. The construction of a Wal-mart at the Coors / Montano location would increase crime in this community
given the documented fact that Wa-lmart centers correlate with an increase in crime in the given
neighborhood. Crime could alse be impacted by the availability of inappropriate items to children from
the adjacent school and a possible influx of transients to the bosque area. A specific fact supporting the
safety concern is the high car robbery that exists at the Walmart Center located on Coors and Sequoia.

5. The construction of a Wai-mart at the Coors / Montano location without adequate research may

compromise the established Coors corridor construction plan and therefore could be challenged.

As a resident impacted by this construction, | am reguesting that Wal-mart present documentation such as
troffic studies, crime and safety projections and proof of adherence to the Coors Corridor standards before
beginning construction. Thank you for your assistance with this matters

Sincerel

Anna Barrios
Tel 505-316-1276



Anna Barrios
6509 Mesa Mariposa PLNW
Albuquerque, NM 87120

September 28, 2011

Wal-mart Corporation
Coors / Montano Construction
Albuguerque NM 87120

TQ: Wal-mart Construction Planners:

This letter is to state that as a resident of Taylor Ranch | oppose the plans to construct a Wal-mart Store at the
intersection of Coors and Montano. The reasons for my opposition are the following:

1. The Taylor Ranch neighborhood has a well diversified business community and does not need the services
provided by Wal-mart. Furthermore, a Wa-Imart would negatively impact the established economy of the

neighborhood.

2. The construction of 3 Wa-Imart at the Coors / Montano location will negatively impact the traffic in this
already congested area. The construction would also negatively impact the flow of traffic across the
Montano biridge which is not equipped to handle the volume the store would create. Another concern is
that this intersectton is not pedestrian friendly and therefore would impact the safety of individuals.

3. The construction of a Wal-mart at the Coors / Montano location would negatively impact youth since the
sales of alcohol and firearms would be next to the Bosque Prep School. It has been said that “the health
of a community is determined hy the wellbeing of its youth and elderly”. Placing dangerous items at arm’s
reach for qur youth is not acceptable!

4.  The construction of a Wal-mart at the Coors / Montano location would increase crime in this community
given the documented fact that Wa-Imart centers correfate with an increase in crime in the given
neighbarhood. Crime could also be impacted by the availability of inappropriate items to children from
the adjacent school and a possible influx of transients to the bosque area. A specific fact supporting the
safety concern is the high car robbery that exists at the Walmart Center located on Coors and Sequoia.

5. The construction of a Wal-mart at the Coors / Montano location without adequate research may

compromise the established Coors corridor construction plan and therefore could be chailenged.

As a resident impacted by this construction, | am requesting that Wal-mart present documentation such as
traffic studies, crime and safety projections and proof of adherence to the Coors Corridor standards before
beginning construction. Thank you for your assistance with this matter.

Sincerel

Anna Barrios
Tel 505-319-1276
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Beaucaire, Shannon D.

From: Chris Gobei [dynamitechris@comcast. net]
Sent:  Thursday, September 29, 2011 10.08 AM
To: Beaucaire, Shannon D.

Subject: Wal-Mart at Cocrs/Montanio

| do not want another big box store next to the Bosque. There are more than enough places for us to
shop at now for food and sundries. Doctor's Offices, another CNM Campus or even Professional
Services would work at that focation, but NOT ANOTHER BIG BOX STORE, please!

9/30:2011
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Name: Janice Biondo
Affiliation: Rancho Sereno Neighborhood Association
I am nding this meetin concerned citizen to express. my DISAPPROVAL for t

proposed Walmart. We have 3 other Walmarts within a 5 mile radius to our home. We
do not want or need another Walmart.

I am concerned about the traffic, crime and general negative element it will add to our
lovely Westside neighborhood. 1 would like to see this commercial space used for
something classier and practical, like restaurants, shops or something other than

another BIG BOX STORE. We've got plenty of those.
I'm_sure Walmart wili say th done a feasibili d make lots of clai

that building their store will not impact our area where we live. I can guarantee you
that they probably did not bother to ask the folks that live here how we feel about this

project. Either way, you can be sure that neither myself or my husband wifl be

shopping in this store. So we will be voting with our dollars.
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Charles M. Bullock (505-899-4394)

Name:
Member, Oxbow Village Homeowner’s Association

Affiliation:

My family bulit our first home on the West Mesa in 1978 near the
current location of the Taylor Ranch Library. Our next home was also
located in Taylor Ranch, and we built our current home near St. Pius
High School over 11 years ago. When we first lived on the West Mesa,
my wife and I could drive to our employment near I-40 and 12t Street in
less than 10 minutes during rush hour, and that was before Montano
Bridge had been constructed. Because of increased traffic, the drive
now takes us about 20 minutes. By locating a Wal-Mart Supercenter at
Coors and Montano, traffic in the area will become drastically increased
and congested, contributing to road maintenance costs, longer
commuting times, increased energy consumption, greater needs for
public transportation, more vehicle accidents and injuries, and added
automobile related pollution including noise pollution, diminished air
quality, urban smog, and water contamination (nitrogen settles in
water). Automobile related pollution contributes to many health
hazards including asthma, lung cancer, childhood cancers, and
leukemia.

Wal-Mart Supercenters have been found to contribute significantly to
environmental damage. The Wal-Mart Corporation has had to pay
millions of dollars in penalties all across the United States for violations
of the Clean Water Act after they damaged water quality in rivers and
streams with chemical pollution. For example, the Attorney General of
Connecticut noted, “Wal-Mart’s environmental record here seems as low
as its prices,” finding that the company had “systemic, repeated (water)
violations across the state.” We cannot afford similar pollution risks in
the Rio Grande.

The land that the proposed Wal-Mart would occupy is adjacent to the
Rio Grande Valley State Park, the Pueblo Montano Picnic Area and
Trailhead, and the Paseo del Bosque Trail. The New Mexico
Legislature established the Rio Grande Valley State Park in 1983 as a
means of protecting the unique environment that provides habitat for
beaver, muskrats, coyotes, turtles, snakes, rabbits, and a wide variety of
bird species. Sunset Magazine referred to the Paseo del Bosque Trail as

{Continued on page two)



(Charles M. Bullock's comments continued)

Albuquerque’s “crown jewel,” naming it one of the United States’ top ten
urban trails for bicyclists, equestrians, joggers, walkers, in-line skaters,
and birders. National Geographic Magazine cites the trail as a major
factor in naming Albuquerque as one of the best places to live in the
United States! Although some commercial development exists in the
area, it is all of a smaller scale than the proposed Wal-Mart Supercenter,
and it does not directly abut the open space center, as does the land on
which the proposed Wal-Mart would be located. The large footprint of
the proposed Wal-Mart Supercenter and its paved parking lot would
negatively impact the fragile environment of the Bosque, the quality of
the river water, and the serenity of the recreational opportunities
available to the public, diminishing the tranquility of Albuquerque’s
“crown jewel.”

Wal-Mart stores create poverty-level jobs that weaken local economies.
Research shows that Wal-Mart stores “reduce area wage rates and total
payroll (especially in retail), eliminate other businesses {especially
small shops and small chain stores that directly compete with Wal-
Mart), and raise poverty rates. Wal-Mart store openings reduce retail
employment by about 2.7 percent, implying that each Wal-Mart
employee replaces about 1.4 employees in the rest of the retail sector.”
(University of California, Irvine, 2007 economic repert by David
Neumark and colleagues.) The Economic Policy Institute found that the
Wali-Mart Corporation imported goods from China worth $30 Billion in
2006, directly causing the loss of 200,000 American jobs.

In addition to creating the loss of local jobs, Wal-Mart drains local
economies by sending local dollars to their Bentonville, Arkansas,
corporate headquarters. In contrast, money spent in local stores gets
deposited in local banks. Money deposited in local banks gets
redistributed through the local economy at least two more times,
generating greater local tax revenue. (Huntington Quarterly)

I oppose locating a Wal-Mart Supercenter at Coors and Montano.
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Name: Laura Campbell
Affiliation: __ VP La Luz Landowners Association and La Luz resident

__Walmart states that they are erecting this supercenter for the convenience
of its customers who live nearby. The people who live nearby in La Luz and
Taylor Ranch overwhetmingly do NOT want the "convenience" of this Waimart.
We have two Walmarts within very short driving distances. Has Waimart
surveyed the residents before stating this untruth as the reason they propose to
build here? Heck no, because they know darn well what the truth would be.
Yet, they continually taut this lie as part of their PR campaign.

The landscape plan and the site drawing do not match. There is no way that
large healthy trees can grow with that much concrete covering their roots. They
will stay stunted and die iong short of their lifespan._The mature and attractive

trees will never be.

The only traffic light for making a safe left turn is at Learning Rd. Excess traffic
wil flow on soon to be residential streets and then maneuver a small round-
about where students will be endangered as they drive or ride their bikes to
Bosque School. 1t will also endanger the residents of La Luz who have to use
the round-about to leave their homes. Trucks unioad during the hours of 2 to
5 a.m. at Walmart which will cause significant noise for sleeping La Luz
residents. Speaking of trucks, we have already seen the landscape wail in the
center of the round-about demolished by a truck who could not maneuver the

small area and tight angie of road.



PLEASE listen to the people who would have to live with this monstrocity. Our
safety and quality of life are in great jeopardy alt for the sake of cooporate
greed that gives nothing back to the community.
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Name: Jeffrey A. Friedberg
Affiliation: __Area Resident

« We do Not need another Walmart (although I
love Walmart) in this area because we already
have one at Cottonwood Mall, and one near 1-40.

The proposed new one is a waste of
neighborhood space, will bring in too much
traffic for the area, and too many people.

This is a bizarre exercise in needless duplication,
and an apparent waste of Waimart’'s resources.

Orisit?

I question Walmart’'s wisdom and/or need for
this new store. In fact, it looks suspicious to me,
like there is something more/else going on here-
---on the backs of Walmart’s investors---some

political hijinks?
What is it?
Some damn “fix?”

Explain yourselves, AND DROP THE TAP-DANCE.
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Affiliation: ___ area resident

Traffic congestion shouid be among the top factors arguing against this proposed
big box project. The Montano Bridge is already heavily overloaded during rush hour
(and most of the day), and the location of a big box store at Coors and Montano
would greatly increase traffic at this intersection, and on the bridge itseif. With the
existence of Walmart Supercenters within 4 miles in either a north or south
direction from this location, the proposed store would obviously be aimed at
drawing business from the North Valley—HENCE, PURPOSELY INCREASING TRAFFIC
ON MONTANO BRIDGE.

Another major factor arguing against this proposed project is the location on the
Bosgue—one of the city’s true treasures. The ecological impact of a big box store at
this location needs to be factored into the equation. The increase in traffic (both
people and auto), automobile emissions, tractor trailer traffic (deliveries), 24-hour
operations, trash and runoff, all will negatively affect the Bosque and the River, The
threat to the Bosque and the River is REAL.

Market saturation—1I live within one mile of this location, and already, within a 10-
mile radius of my home, there are SEVEN Walmart stores—and that does not count
the proposed Neighborhood Market at Coors and LaOrilla OR the proposed store at
Coors and Montano. There is no need for this proposed additional store at this
location. It will NOT serve this community; this community is already well-served by
conveniently-located Walmarts. If it is intended to draw business from another
community, as it appears to be, it should be LOCATED in that community!
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FACILITATED MEETING COMMENT SHEET

(Wednesday, September 28, 2011 6:00 PM)

What: PA11-074
Who: Tierra West, agent for Wal-Mart
Where: Proposed 95,000 sq ft retail space at Coors and Montano

Name: Glenn Mallory
Neighborhood Association: tatluz

Please list your comments to this project

Traffic: The intersection at Montafio and Coors is already very busy. Long lines of
cars form at rush hour times, especially on Montafo (east and west} but also on Coors.
These lines obstruct entrance and exit streets to the development under consideration.

Semi Trucks: It is common to find trucks entering and leaving the Wal-Mart store up
the street at Coors and I-40. The engines on the refrigerated trailers and often the
diese! engines in the cabs themselves are left running as the trucks are parked or
queued. The noise and poliution would not be appropriate in a residential
neighborhood. There is trash and debris in the street in the area where the trucks park
behind the Coors and I-40 Wal-Mart. I bike past though this area early every morning
and find the street behind the store to be trashy and sometimes congested and noisy.

School: The Bosque School is located directly behind the proposed Wal-Mart site,
Truck and car traffic will create danger for children walking, biking and driving to

school.

Views: Visibility of the Bosque and Sandia Mountains will be affected from Coors itseif
as well as from the surrounding neighborhoods. Visual degradation of these
spectacular views would be a tremendous loss for the community and for the city as a
whole.

Best land use: The construction of another generic big box store on such a unique
site will result in the loss of opportunities to construct small shops and restaurants that
can potentially provide empioyment and entrepreneurial opportunities that exceed the
minimum wage levels paid by the large retailers to their employees.
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6124 Mosquero Place NW
Albuquerque, NM 87120

28 September 2011

I am Daniel Shaw, a Taylor Ranch homeowner and teacher at Bosque School. For more than ten years
this neighborhood has been both my home and place of work. I am opposed to the development plans
presented for the property on the south-east corner of Coors and Montano to be used as the site of a big
box store. The proposal to place a big box store at that location is a radical departure from the original
village-style mixed use site plan previously approved for that location and should be rejected.

The big box development would seriously compromise and reduce the value and safety of the adjacent
area as a gateway to learning, environmental education, recreation, and stewardship of the Rio Grande
and its riverside forest, the bosque. Such a structure and its attendant traffic increase would not only
create additional delays at the pinch point of the Montano Bridge Rio Grande crossing, but it would
also pose additional hazards for the major pedestrian and bicycle traffic at that location including a
primary bicycle path that currently transects that site. The increased traffic on Montano and Coors over
the last few years dictates that a new traffic study be completed and serious attention be given to the
safe passage of non-motorized travel, particularly as it is presently used by many children, commuters,
and recreationists.

The bosque is a key amenity of Albuquerque. It serves as a vital part of our watershed and provides
critical ecological services including water retention, an access zone for groundwater recharge, and a
critical component of a wildlife corndor stretching thousands of miles. As recognized in both the City
of Albuquerque and Bernalillo County’s planning documents including the Coors Corridor and West
Side Strategic plans the bosque and its adjacent uplands need to be protected from development that
would impede both the ecological function and aesthetic integrity of the bosque and its surrounding
environment.

Immediately adjacent to the proposed big box development is a series of community assets that would
be seriously harmed should the effort move forward as designed. At the corner of Montano and
Mirandela is the City’s Pueblo Montano park that serves as a gateway for thousands of citizens to
access the bosque. Bicyclists and pedestrians are constantly moving in and out of that area. It is already
hazardous enough to negotiate the park area without adding additional road cuts onto Montano
between Coors and the Rio Grande. Furthermore, the park’s sculpture garden honors both the
ecological assets of the bosque and the firefighters and other public servants who protected it during
the fires of 2003 as well as now. As a former volunteer fire chief and one of the hundreds of
firetighters who fought the bosque fires in 2003 [ believe that the big box development would reduce
the visual strength, solemnity, and connection of that park with its surrounding bosque.

Bosque School in partnership with the University of New Mexico’s Biology Department coordinate
the Bosque Ecosystem Monitoring Program (BEMP). Within BEMP over 6,000 students, teachers, and
others participate each year in the long-term study of the Rio Grande and its riverside forest. The
Bosque School campus hosts several thousand of those BEMP participants, mostly Albuquerque
Public School {APS) student, each year in bosque research and education. The field research
completed by those students under the supervision of BEMP staff is then submitted to UNM Biology
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for publication. BEMP findings are used by a variety of local, state, tribal, and federal agencies,
including both the City of Albuquerque and Bemalillo County to inform multi-million dollar bosque

management.

BEMP maintains 26 monitoring sites from Ohkay Owingeh Pueblo to Las Cruces. The two most
visited and studied BEMP sites are accessed from Bosque School. The development as proposed
would compromise the experiences of those visiting students by reducing safety, increasing
environmental disruption, and deterioration of the bosque viewscape. In the last few days alone, over
100 students accessed these BEMP sites including students from both APS’s Georgia O’Keefe
Elementary and UNM. This influx of students into the bosque will increase once the Albuquerque
Bernalillo County Water Utility Authority water treatment facility is completed on the land between
the park and Bosque School. Under a formal agreement between the Water Utility and Bosque School
(along with BEMP) the water treatment facility will become part of the outreach effort dedicated to
teaching Albuquerque’s young people about the connection between the health of the bosque and the
city’s vital urban infrastructure related to water delivery, use, and cleaning.

Bernalillo County has shown incredibie leadership and vision as its elected and public officiails have
transformed the Alameda and Rio Grande Boulevard area into a gateway for leaming and recreation to
the bosque. The new open space visitor center, parking, bicycle, equestrian, water pumping station and
other features create an excellent and safe connection and transition from the urban landscape to the
bosque that is all consistent with the surrounding neighborhood. The city of Albuquerque could do
well to emulate such land use planning at the Coors and Montano area and embrace the ecological and
community values and integrity of the site by rejecting the big box proposal.

T understand if you build it they will come. Big box stores serve consumers well otherwise they would
not be in business. The issue is not, “Should big box stores exist?” but rather, “Where should they
exist?” Should a big box development exist between the bosque, one of the city and region’s most
important ecological, recreational, cultural, and community treasures and at Coors and Montano, one
of the city and state’s already most congested intersections — the simple answer is, *“No.”

Respectfull
S
iel Shaw
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Name: Terri_Spiak
Affiliation: Taylor Ranch resident @ 7406 Santa Fe Trail NW

My name is Terri Spiak and I live on Santa Fe Trail in Taylor Ranch. Here are my comments

regarding this project:

1. We understand there was already a Wal-Mart-led effort nearby at La Orilla and Coors.
Does Wai-Mart still plan to locate a neighborhood market there? What is Wal-Mart
Corporation’s intent if they do own that property?

2. Intoday’s tough economic climate our community does not want already-established
local businesses to suffer or fail due to the proposed construction of Wal-Mart at Coors
& Montano. There are more than adequate existing businesses that supply groceries,
drugs, tires, and auto parts. Many empioyees of these businesses and business owners
are our neighbors. Within a very short drive away we have adequate choices of hair
satons, nail salons, sporting goods, and clothing stores. Indeed, for those who wish to
shop Wal-Mart, we already have not one but two Super-Wal-Mart stores each within a
ten minute drive from Coors & Montano. | believe a new Wal-Mart at Coors & Montano
will destroy the currently viable local businesses and negatively affect our local
neighborhood economy. Why not locate a new store where there is true demand?

3. The Coors and Montano intersection is already an extremely dangerqus intersection for
pedestrian and bicycle traffic with a speed limit of 45 mph on Coors, 8 mph on
Montano and muitiple vehicle lanes. The addition of a development that includes a
Super-Wal-Mart will likely result in a dramatic increase in pedestrian and bicycle traffic
at that intersection. What plans does Wal-Mart have to prevent injuries & death and to
insure the safety with pedestrian and bicycle controls in the site design that will protect
pedestrians that cross at that intersection?
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Proposed Walmart development at Coors and Montano

From: abravo @ mindspring.com

To: Swinklepleck @cabq.gov

Subject: Proposed Walmart development at Coors and Montano
Date: Sep 28, 2011 5:09 PM

Stephani Winklepleck,

[ would like to provide comments on the proposed Walmart development at Ccors and
Montano. My chiid is currently a young student attending Bosque School.
Currently, it is a safe and effective learning environment.

1. Education is very important to New Mexico families. We need to keep our
children safe and especially to consider potential safety issues close to all our
New Mexico schools. The store being considered will be very c<lose ta Bosque
School. Tt will make a major impact on traffic in the area and it sells alcohol
and firearms. These are not conducive to promoting a safe and effective learning
environment for our young children. Not much can be done about existing
developments. However, planned developments near schools should be carefully
considered.

2. Incorporating a big box store at this location will have a major detrimental
effect on traffic in the area. Montanc is one of the few East-West roads across
the Rio Grande and is already congested. Coors is one of the few North-South
roads in the metropolitan area and is also already congested. Adding a major big
box store to this major crossroads will make the traffic situation worse.
Currently, rthere are other big box stores of the same type within a few miles
which seems to be sufficient. Perhaps if yet another one is needed, it could be
placed at a location that will not impact traffic at a major east-west/north-south
intersection, not be close to a school, not be close to residential buildings, but
be accessible te the public.

3. This is a special area with access to the Bosque. Most of it is undeveloped.
This is an incredible opportunity for the community to plan and build a more
communicty-oriented development (possibly similar to Uptown or with some open space
or planned development based on community needs) as a special place that everyone
can enjoy. I[f a big box store is placed in this area, it will become just another
large~scale commercial development, it could not become a community center that
cwaryone could enjov, This area has the porential to be one of the highlights of
che Albugquerdque mercro area.

thank you,

Linda Watson

http:/fwebmail.c.earthlink net/wam/printable. jsp?msgid =687 & x=- 1470732658 9/28/2011
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