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Executive Summary. The proposal is the expansion of the existing Downtown 2025 
Metropolitan Redevelopment Area (MR Area), incorporating two new parcels that are currently 
outside any MR Area boundary, and meet the criteria of blighted. The existing Downtown MR 
Area was originally designated on November 10th, 2003 by City Council, and the Downtown MR 
Area Plan (MR Plan) was subsequently approved in 2004. The two parcels are intended for 
designation and incorporation into the existing Downtown MR Area, located at 229 Broadway Blvd 
NE and 101 Lomas Blvd. NE, are adjacent to each other and comprise an area of approximately 
4.7 acres. The parcels are north of Lomas Blvd between Broadway Blvd to the east and the 
Railroad right-of-way to the west. The existing conditions of these parcels meet the definition for 
designation as a “blighted area” in accordance with the State of New Mexico Metropolitan 
Redevelopment Code (MR Code), as one of the parcels is completely vacant and the other is 
underutilized. The full designation report with accompanying analysis is attached to this staff 
report. 
 
The designation of these parcels as blighted is for the sole purpose of information into the 
Downtown MR area, and does not change or alter in any way the zoning of the parcels or obligate 
the current owners to develop or redevelop their properties. The inclusion of these parcels in an 
MR Area simply opens up the possibility for the MRA to be able to leverage its resources for the 
development of these parcels at the time it is deemed appropriate and follow all laws and 
procedures that would apply to any future development proposal.  
 
Background. The MRA is currently in the process of amending the existing Downtown 2025 MR 
Area Plan. The boundaries of the new Plan will incorporate the existing Downtown 2025, Railroad, 
and McClellan Park MR Areas under the fold of one MR Area Plan. All of the parcels in the 
expanded Downtown MR Area have been previously designated as “blighted” and are included 
in existing MR Area Plans, except for the two parcels that are the subject of this staff report and 
the attached designation report.  In order for the two additional parcels to be included in the 
proposed Downtown MR Area, they must first be designated as “blighted areas” per the MR Code, 
and incorporated into the existing Downtown MR Area.  



 
Figure 1 - Proposed Downtown Metropolitan Redevelopment Area 

 
The incorporation of the two proposed parcels will connect to and extend the northeastern-most 
boundary of the existing Downtown 2025 MR Area, in anticipation of the designation and 
development of an MR Area Plan for the greater Downtown Albuquerque. Including these parcels 
in the MR Area will allow the owners to take advantage of MRA programs and resources for 
redevelopment of the parcels, should they decide to do so, and allow the City to develop a 
cohesive development plan for the parcel under its control, which is near the future alignment of 
the proposed Rail Trail Project.  
 
 
 



 
Figure 2– IDO Zoning Map of two proposed parcels 

PARCEL 1 (229 Broadway Blvd NE) is a vacant lot of approximately 2.77 acres, owned by the 
City of Albuquerque & AMAFCA. The parcel was never previously developed because it was 
classified as a flood plain by AMAFCA. However, AMAFCA recently declassified the parcel and 
the City is in the process of becoming sole owner.  
 
PARCEL 2 (101 Lomas Blvd NE) is approximately .93 acres, owned by Thomas & Jeffrey 
McCollum, and is currently the site of a Burger King fast food restaurant.  
 
Criteria. In order to take advantage of the State Metropolitan Redevelopment Code, §§ 3-60A-
1, et seq., NMSA 1978, the City of Albuquerque passed the Metropolitan Redevelopment Agency 
Ordinance, §§ 14-8-4-1, et seq., ROA 1994 (“MRA Ordinance”).  The MR Code requires that a 
geographical area be declared a “blighted area” and there be a finding that the rehabilitation, 
conservation, redevelopment, or development, or a combination thereof, in the designated area, 
is necessary in the interest of the public health, safety, morals or welfare of the residents before 
a municipality can exercise the powers conferred by the MR Code (MR Code, § 3-60A-7, NMSA 
1978).  The Albuquerque City Council has reserved to itself the power to declare an area blighted, 
through the MRA Ordinance. (§ 14-8-4-3 (A), ROA 1994).  However, in creating the Albuquerque 
Development Commission (ADC) as an advisory body and designating it the board of 
commissioners for the MRA, it is appropriate for the City Council to look to the ADC for 
recommendations regarding the existence, extent, and eligibility of appropriate areas of the City 
to be declared blighted (§ 14-8-6-2 (C), ROA 1994). The designation report is submitted pursuant 
to this function of the ADC. 
 
The incorporation of the two aforementioned parcels into the existing Downtown MR Area, is 
based on an analysis of the existing conditions of those parcels, which meet the definition for 



designation as a “blighted area” in accordance with the State of New Mexico Redevelopment 
Code 3-60A-4(F).  
 
The lot identified as Parcel 1 (229 Broadway Blvd NE) is a completely vacant lot that has never 
been developed. Vacant lots in general are a public safety nuance and lead to unsanitary or 
unsafe conditions, as they are often subject to break-ins, squatting, and other illegal activity. This 
parcel meets the definition of a blighted area because, being a vacant lot, it contributes to 
unsanitary, unsafe, and deteriorated conditions on the lot itself and for the surrounding area. 
 
The lot identified as Parcel 2 (101 Lomas Blvd NE) is approximately is currently the site of a 
Burger King fast food restaurant and parking lot. The lot is underdeveloped for a downtown area, 
as more than 50% of the lot is dedicated parking. New developments in the downtown area are 
encouraged to be denser and include a variety of residential and commercial uses that can take 
advantage of the existing infrastructure and transportation available in Downtown. This parcel 
meets the definition of a blighted area because leaving the parcel underdeveloped arrests the 
sound growth and economic health and well-being of the surrounding area that has the potential 
to be redeveloped.  
 

Public Notice.  As part of the Downtown MR Area Plan update, MRA staff held two public 
meetings to engage local residents and interested parties that included the two parcels subject of 
this designation report. The public meetings were on March 20th and May 21st of 2024, at which 
time the public engaged with MRA staff and the planning consultants and reviewed the proposed 
boundary map of the Downtown MR area as a whole. Presentations and visuals for these 
meetings included these two parcels, and staff did not hear any objections to the proposal at those 
public events.  
 

Furthermore, in accordance with Section § 3-60A-8, NMSA 1978, MRA staff, on behalf of the City 
of Albuquerque, published notice of the public hearing of the ADC to recommend Designation of 
Blighted Parcels to City Council in the Albuquerque Journal on August 29th and August 31st of 
2024. (See affidavit of publishing in Attachment B).  Additionally, staff sent emailed notice to the 
Santa Barbara Martineztown, ABQ Core, and Citizens Information Committee of Martineztown 
Neighborhood Associations (NA’s), as well as mailed notice to property owners of the parcels to 
be designated and parcels within 100 feet of the subject parcels. (See letter of public notice and 
mailing list in Attachment C). As of the date of publishing of this staff report, MRA staff has 
received one objection to the proposal from the Santa Barbara Martineztown Neighborhood 
Association (SBMTNA). (See Attachment D).  
 
The SBMTNA President expressed objection that the MRA did not request a pre-application 
meeting. However, pre-application meetings are not required either by State Statute or by City 
Codes and Ordinances for designation of redevelopment areas. The Notice to the NA’s was 
completed in accordance with all applicable laws and MRA policies on public notice for this ADC 
hearing.  
 



Additionally, the letter from the SBMTNA stated a request that the parcels “remain in the 
neighborhood.” There is not an existing Santa Barbara Martineztown MR Area or Plan with 
approval by City Council. So, the proposal does not change or amend any existing metropolitan 
redevelopment activities within the SBMTNA boundary.  The inclusion of these parcels in the 
Downton MR Area will not remove them from the SBMTNA boundary, as those boundaries are 
completely independent of each other. Furthermore, these two parcels are physically 
disconnected from the rest of the Santa Barbara Martineztown neighborhood by the USPS office 
and the pump station. The SBMTNA neighborhood association would be notified of any zoning or 
other decisions that change the use of the land, as required, because they are within the 
SBMTNA, even if the parcels are in the Downtown MRA.  
 
The SBMTNA letter also expressed concern for the impact that the designation would have on 
the historical significance of the Martineztown Santa Barbara Neighborhood. The existing parcels 
are zoned NR-LM (non-residential light manufacturing), and this proposal does not include a 
request to rezone the properties for residential use. The properties are bordered by other NR-LM 
zoned properties and their inclusion in the Downtown MR Area will not affect any residential or 
mixed-uses in the SBMTNA area, nor would they be suitable in their existing conditions for new 
housing or bringing new residents to the area. As previously mentioned, the parcels are 
surrounded on all sides by other light manufacturing-zoned parcels, none of which are historic 
properties or in a historic overlay. 
 
That being said, it is in the interest of the City to ensure that any future development near the 
proposed Rail Trail area will be of the highest quality, respecting the character of the 
neighborhood and adhering to the existing Santa Barbara Martineztown IDO Overlay standards.  
Finally, the City has committed to working with the SBMTNA to designate a metropolitan 
redevelopment area and plan appropriate to their neighborhood, adhering to the MR Code, that 
would take into account the residential, mixed-use, and historic character of the existing 
neighborhood.   
 
Findings. In accordance with State Statutes Sections § 3-60A-7 and 8, staff recommends that 
the following findings be made: 
1. One or more blighted areas exist in the proposed area, that includes vacant and undeveloped 

parcels and low levels of commercial or industrial activity or redevelopment. 
2. The rehabilitation, conservation, slum clearance, redevelopment or development, or a 

combination thereof, of the proposed area is necessary and in the interest of the public health, 
safety, morals or welfare of the residents of the city. 

3. The City Council, the governing body of the City, after notice and public hearing as required 
by the Metropolitan Redevelopment Code, duly passed and adopted Council Resolution R-
03-294, which designated the Downtown 2025 Metropolitan Redevelopment Area and 
established its boundaries, and R-04-50, which approved the Downtown 2025 Metropolitan 
Redevelopment (MR) Area Plan. 

4. The proposed designation advances the goals of the Downtown 2025 MR Area and Plan by 
creating new opportunities for the elimination of blighted conditions in the greater downtown 
area. The inclusion of the two parcels will help to encourage density in the downtown area, as 



well as to support development near the proposed Rail Trail alignment, which will follow the 
rail right-of-way just west of the two parcels that are the subject of this report. 

5. Two public meetings were held on March 20th and May 21st of 2024, where members of the 
public were invited to review the proposed boundary map of the greater Downtown MR Area 
as a whole, and included the two parcels subject of this designation. 

6. Notice of the proposal was published in the Albuquerque Journal, a newspaper of general 
circulation in the city, on August 29th and August 31st of 2024, which contained a general 
description of the designated area and the date, time, and place of the Albuquerque 
Development Commission public hearing on September 19th of 2024, where public comment 
could be heard. 

7. Mailed notice was sent to the property owners of the parcels subject to designation, as 
required by Section § 3-60A-8, NMSA 1978, and to all property owners within 100 feet of the 
proposal area boundaries at least 10 days prior to the public hearing. 

8. Emailed notice was sent to the Santa Barbara Martineztown, ABQ Core, and Citizens 
Information Committee of Martineztown Neighborhood Associations on September 9th, 2024. 

9. An email was received from the Santa Barbara Martineztown Neighborhood Association 
(SBMTNA) objecting to the proposal on the grounds that a pre-submittal neighborhood 
association meeting was not requested. The Albuquerque Development Commission (ADC), 
after reading the submitted materials and staff report finds that a pre-submittal neighborhood 
meeting was not required and all required notice for the project was properly administered by 
MRA staff. 

10. A letter was received from the SBMTNA requesting the ADC make a recommendation of 
denial of designation of the subject area as blighted for inclusion in the Downtown MR Area. 
The ADC finds that the parcels are more suited for inclusion in the Downtown MR Area than 
any other potential MR Area because they are zoned NR-LM (Non-residential Light 
Manufacturing), and provide connectivity from the Downtown Core to the future site of the Rail 
Trail and to the existing McClellan Park MR Area that will be incorporated into the Downtown 
MR Area and Plan.  

Recommendation. That the Albuquerque Development Commission make a recommendation 
to the Albuquerque City Council to APPROVE the designation of 229 Broadway Blvd NE and 101 
Lomas Blvd NE as blighted parcels to be incorporated into the existing Downtown 2025 
Metropolitan Redevelopment Area and Plan, based on the findings in this staff report.  
 
Attachments. 

A. Downtown Expansion and Designation Report 
B. Affidavit of Legal Ad in Albuquerque Journal (Appendix E of Designation Report) 
C. Mailed and Emailed Public Notices 
D. Emails and Letter from Santa Barbara Martineztown NA 
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INTRODUCTION 
The proposal is the expansion of the existing Downtown 2025 Metropolitan Redevelopment Area, 
incorporating two new parcels, which meet the criteria of blighted. The Metropolitan 
Redevelopment Agency (MRA) is governed by the State’s Metropolitan Redevelopment Code, 
Sections 3-60A-1 thru 3-60A-48 (MR Code).  The MR Code has specific guidelines that must be 
followed in order for properties to be eligible for funding through MRA programs, including 
incentives such as infrastructure improvements, real property acquisitions and tax abatements for 
private property owners. The MR Code does not grant local government the power of eminent 
domain for the acquisition of private property. 

Furthermore, in order for any parcel(s) to be included in a new or existing Metropolitan 
Redevelopment Area Plan, the parcel(s) must first be designated as “slum” or “blighted” areas in 
accordance with the MR Code requirements and procedures. The designation of these two parcels, 
will allow them to be incorporated in a Metropolitan Redevelopment Area (MR Area or Area) and 
included in the comprehensive Downtown Metropolitan Redevelopment Area Plan (MR Area Plan 
or MR Plan) that the MRA is currently preparing. The adoption by the Albuquerque City Council, 
of both the Metropolitan Redevelopment Area and subsequent MR Plan, will allow the MRA to 
undertake activities designed to revitalize the Area through multiple initiatives, including, but not 
limited to: 

• Providing financial incentives for private development;
• Removing barriers to private investment;
• Providing public investment in infrastructure projects;
• Making improvements to public rights-of-way;
• Creating public-private partnerships for anchor projects; and
• Designating the Area for Tax Increment Finance revenue and projects.

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY AND REQUIREMENTS 
Existing Downtown MR Area and Plan 
The existing Downtown 2025 Metropolitan Redevelopment Area was originally designated on 
November 10th, 2003 by Council Resolution R-03-294 (Enactment No. R-2003-160), and the Plan 
was subsequently approved by Council (R-04-50/Enactment No. R-2004-44) as both a MR Area 
Plan and Sector Development Plan, originally named Downtown 2010. With the Adoption of the 
Integrated Development Ordinance (IDO) in 2017 the Sector Development Plan was rescinded, 
but Council adopted the relevant parts as the Downtown 2025 Metropolitan Redevelopment Area 
Plan (Council Resolution 17-213/Enactment No. 2017-102).   
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Figure #1 – Downtown 2025 Metropolitan Redevelopment Area 

Adjacent Areas and Plans to be incorporated into the Downtown MR Area 
As part of the development for a new MR Area Plan for Downtown, the boundary will be revised 
to include two existing and adjacent small MR Areas: McClellan Park and Railroad, as well as 
two new parcels not included in any MR Area. 

Railroad MR Area
The Railroad Metropolitan Redevelopment Area was originally designated in 1980 and was 
amended in 1985 (Council Resolution R-85-288/Enactment No. R-1985-28) and 1987 (Council 
Resolution R-85-288/Enactment No. R-1985-28) to allow for further redevelopment of the now 
Alvarado Station and surrounding areas. The current Railroad MR Plan was approved in 1998 
(Council Resolution R-98-126/Enactment No. R-130-1998) with the Plan for Alvarado Station, 
which was later included in the Downtown Metropolitan Redevelopment Area. At the time of the 
inclusion of the Alvarado MR Area into the Downtown 2025 MR Area, the Railroad Area was 
left out for no particularly stated reason.  
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Figure #2 – Railroad Metropolitan Redevelopment Area 

McClellan Park MR Area
The “McClellan Park” Metropolitan Redevelopment Area was designated in 1984 by Resolution
R-84 452 (Enactment No. R-1-1984). In that same year the MR Area Plan was adopted by City
Council via R-84-453 (Enactment No. R-9-1984), and has not been modified since. The goals for
that redevelopment area were to allow for limited expansion of the Downtown Core to strengthen
the employment and tax base of the center city and encourage it to assume a larger urban
function within the metropolitan area.  The McClellan Park Area which was to serve to
complement the Downtown Core or eventually become a part of the Downtown Core, which is
the proposal in the new Downtown MR Plan being developed today.
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Figure #3 – McClellan Park Metropolitan Redevelopment Area 

The Goals of the existing “Railroad” and “McClellan Park” MR Area Plans are compatible and 
will remain intact until such time as a new plan for the entire new “Downtown” designated area 
can be prepared. The goal of both the McClellan Park and Railroad plans is to support and 
diversify the economic base of the city’s downtown core, providing shopping, entertainment, 
parks and open space, and commercial and business activities, that support the greater downtown 
area of Albuquerque. The McClellan Park Area Plan, in particular, contemplated the option of 
being incorporated into the Downtown plan, as the City’s economic activity began to grow.  
Therefore, their inclusion in the Downtown plan will strengthen the downtown and allow for 
greater redevelopment opportunities.  

Proposed Expansion 
The proposed greater Downtown Metropolitan Redevelopment Area is bordered by Broadway 
Blvd in the east and Coal St in the south, and 10th St. to the west and Mountain Rd to the north, 
though the western boundary line north of Central Ave. deviates and begins to zigzag toward the 
east until eventually adjoining with the railroad right of way, and heading south to the original 
starting point just north of Lomas. All of the parcels in the proposed area have been previously 
designated as “blighted” and included in the existing aforementioned MR Area Plans, except for 
the two parcels that are subject of this designation report. (See Figure #4.) 
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Figure #4 - Proposed Downtown Metropolitan Redevelopment Area 

The two parcels intended for designation and incorporation into the existing Downtown MR Area 
comprise an area of approximately 4.7 acres, north of Lomas Blvd between Broadway Blvd to the 
east and the Railroad right-of-way to the west.  

The address of PARCEL 1 is 229 Broadway Blvd NE, with the following legal description: Tract 
A-1 PLAT of Tract A-1, B-1 & B-2 Slade-Olson Subdivision (Comprising of Lots 1, 2, 3 Blk A, 
K. W. Phillips Addition Tract A & Tract B Slade-Olson Tract 195a2, Tract 202a & Tract 203a 
Mrgcd Map 37), of approximately 2.77 acres. Owner: City of Albuquerque & AMAFCA 

The address of PARCEL 2 is 101 Lomas Blvd NE, with the Following legal description: Map 37 
Tract 196, of approximately .93 acres. Owner: Thomas & Jeffrey McCollum 
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The incorporation of the two proposed parcels will connect to and extend the northeastern-most 
boundary of the existing Downtown 2025 MR Area to the McClellan Park MR Area, in 
anticipation of the designation and development of an MR Area Plan for the greater Downtown 
Albuquerque. 

Definition of Blight 
The incorporation of the two aforementioned parcels into the existing Downtown MR Area, is 
based on an analysis of the existing conditions of those parcels, which meet the definition for 
designation as a “blighted area” in accordance with the State of New Mexico Redevelopment Code 
3-60A-4(F):

F. “blighted area” means an area within the area of operation other than a slum
area that substantially impairs or arrests the sound growth and economic health
and well-being within the jurisdiction of a local government or a locale within the
jurisdiction of a local government because of the presence of a substantial
number of deteriorated or deteriorating structures; a predominance of defective
or inadequate street layout; faulty lot layout in relation to size, adequacy,
accessibility or usefulness; unsanitary or unsafe conditions; deterioration of site
or other improvements; diversity of ownership; tax or special assessment
delinquency exceeding the fair value of the land; defective or unusual conditions
of title; improper subdivision; lack of adequate housing facilities in the area; or
obsolete or impractical planning and platting or an area where a significant
number of commercial or mercantile businesses have closed or significantly
reduced their operations due to the economic losses or loss of profit due to
operating in the area, low levels of commercial or industrial activity or
redevelopment or any combination of such factors; or an area that retards the
provisions of housing accommodations or constitutes an economic or social
burden and is a menace to the public health, safety, morals or welfare in its
present condition and use.

PARCEL 1 (229 Broadway Blvd NE) is a vacant lot of approximately 2.77 acres, owned by the 
City of Albuquerque & AMAFCA. The parcel was never previously developed because it was 
classified as a floodplain by AMAFCA.  However, AMAFCA recently declassified the parcel and 
the City is in the process of becoming sole owner. Vacant lots in general are public safety nuance 
and lead to unsanitary or unsafe conditions, as they are often subjects to break-ins, squatting and 
other illegal activity. This parcel meets the definition of a blighted area because, being a vacant 
lot, it contributes to unsanitary, unsafe and deteriorated conditions on the lot itself and for the 
surrounding area.  
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Figure #5 – 229 Broadway Blvd NE – Southern Property Line 

Figure #6 – 229 Broadway Blvd NE – Western Property Line 

PARCEL 2 (101 Lomas Blvd NE) is approximately .93 acres, owned by Thomas & Jeffrey 
McCollum, is currently the site of a Burger King fast food restaurant and parking lot. While in 
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general, the lot is maintained, the lot is underutilized, as more than 50% of the lot is dedicated 
parking. New developments in the downtown area are encouraged to be denser and include a 
variety of residential and commercial uses that can take advantage of the existing infrastructure 
and transportation available in Downtown. This parcel meets the definition of a blighted area 
because, leaving the parcel underdeveloped arrests the sound growth and economic health and 
well-being of the surrounding area that has the potential to be redeveloped.  

Figure #7 – 101 Lomas Blvd NE – Eastern Property Line 
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Figure #8 – 101 Lomas Blvd NE – Eastern Property Line  

Figure #9 –Railroad Right-of Way– 101 Lomas Blvd NE Western Property Line 
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Both parcels are zoned NR-LM (Non-residential Light Manufacturing), which allows for a variety 
of light industrial, commercial, office and institutional uses. This proposal does not include any 
proposed changes to the zoning of the properties. The existing zoning allows hotels and motels, 
but does not allow residential uses. Therefore, incorporating these lots into the Downtown MR 
Area will allow the City and MRA to leverage all of its resources to secure a development plan 
that will benefit the greater Downtown community and ensure the highest and best use of these 
parcels, contributing to greater economic vitality for the whole area, but especially through 
redevelopment of the vacant parcel.   

Figure #10 – IDO Zoning Map of two proposed parcels 

Authority 
In order to take advantage of the state Metropolitan Redevelopment Code, §§ 3-60A-1, et seq., 
NMSA 1978, the City of Albuquerque passed the Metropolitan Redevelopment Agency 
Ordinance, §§ 14-8-4-1, et seq., ROA 1994 (MRA Ordinance).  The MR Code requires that a 
geographical area be declared “a blighted area” and there be a finding that the rehabilitation, 
conservation, redevelopment or development, or a combination thereof, in the designated area is 
necessary in the interest of the public health, safety, morals or welfare of the residents before a 
municipality can exercise the powers conferred by the MR Code.  (MR Code, § 3-60A-7, NMSA 
1978).   The Albuquerque City Council has reserved to itself the power to declare an area 
blighted, through the MRA Ordinance. (§ 14-8-4-3 (A), ROA 1994).  However, in creating the 
Albuquerque Development Commission (ADC) as an advisory body and designating it the board 
of commissioners for the MRA, it is appropriate for the City Council to look to the ADC for 
recommendations regarding the existence, extent and eligibility of appropriate areas of the City 
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to be declared blighted (§ 14-8-6-2 (C), ROA 1994). This designation report is written that 
purpose and will be submitted pursuant to this function of the ADC. 

Public Engagement 
MRA staff organized two public meetings on March 20, 2024 and May 21, 2024 in which they 
have shown the proposed new Downtown MR Area, including the new parcels recommended for 
designation at this time, and has received input from the community. During these community 
meetings, the public could engage with MR Staff and see full-sized maps of the proposed area.  
and provide feedback about what redevelopment and beautification programs and projects they 
would like to see in the area. Overall, the general public has expressed full support for the MR 
Area boundary, and the incorporation of the three existing plans into one proposed Downtown 
MR Area Plan. (See Attachment D.) 

Staff has also notified the property owners of the subject parcels (one of which is the City) of its 
intention to designate these two parcels blighted for the purpose of incorporating them into the 
Downtown MR Area.  Staff had not received any objection to the designation of the non-city 
owned parcel.   

Prior to the Albuquerque Development Commission (ADC) public hearing to review this 
designation report, MRA staff published a legal notice in the Albuquerque Journal on August 29, 
2024 and August 31, 2024, in compliance with MR Code, § 3-60A-8, NMSA 1978. Additionally, 
notification of the public hearing was sent to the Santa Barbara Martineztown, ABQ Core, and 
Citizens Information Committee of Martineztown Neighborhood Associations, whose 
boundaries are within or adjacent to the proposed area.  

CONCLUSION 
Through its analysis MRA staff identified issues that demonstrate that blighted conditions exist 
on the two parcels to be designated for inclusion in the existing Downtown MR Area including, 
but not limited to: 

• Unsanitary or unsafe conditions;
• Deterioration of site improvements;
• Low levels of commercial or industrial activity or redevelopment;
• Conditions that create a menace to the public health, safety, morals or welfare in

its present condition and use.

It is the determination of MRA staff that the existing conditions of the parcels sufficiently meet 
the definition of “blight” as required by the MR Code (§ 3-60A-4(F), NMSA 1978).  
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Furthermore, MRA staff has adequately completed public meetings and the public notice 
required by § 3-60A-8, NMSA 1978 of the MR Code, before a new area may be designated for 
inclusion in an MR Area. Therefore, is the recommendation of MRA staff that the Proposed Area 
be included in the exisitng Downtown 2025 Metropolitan Redevelopment Area.  

Furthermore, it is the recommendation of the Metropolitan Redevelopment Agency staff that the 
proposed Area boundary, and these two parcels specifically, be include and any future Downtown 
Metropolitan Redevelopment Area Plan to address the conditions of blight that exist, with the goals 
of catalyzing new development activity, improving the conditions for businesses to thrive and the 
overall health, safety and economic vitality within the greater Downtown Metropolitan 
Redevelopment Area. 

APPENDICIES 
Appendix A: Downtown 2025 Metropolitan Redevelopment Area Plan and Enacting 

Resolutions 

Appendix B:  Railroad Metropolitan Redevelopment Area Plan and Enacting Resolutions 

Appendix C:   McClellan Park Metropolitan Redevelopment Area Plan and Enacting Resolutions 

Appendix D:  Summaries from Downtown Plan Public Meetings 

Appendix E:  Legal Notice Published in Albuquerque Journal 
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Downtown 2025 Metropolitan Redevelopment Plan  
(formerly Downtown 2010 and Downtown 2025 Sector Development Plan) 

Originally adopted as a Sector Development Plan by the City Council On May 1, 2000  
and signed by the Mayor on May 22, 2000 

Council Bill No. R-21, City Enactment No. 50-2000 
Downtown 2025 Sector Development Plan was repealed November 17, 2017  

Council Bill No. R-213, Enactment No. R-2017-102 
 

Originally adopted as a Metropolitan Redevelopment Area by the City Council on November 10, 2003 
and signed by the Mayor on November 20, 2003 

Council Bill No. R-03-294, City Enactment No. R-2003-160 

Originally adopted as a Metropolitan Redevelopment Area Plan by the City Council on May 3, 2004 and 
signed by the Mayor on May 11, 2004 

Council Bill No. R-04-50, City Enactment No. R-2004-044 
 

Amendments:   

This Plan incorporates the City of Albuquerque amendments in the following referenced Resolutions, which are 
inserted at the end of the Plan and are on file with the City Clerk’s Office.  Resolutions adopted from December 
1999 to the present date are also available (search for No.) on City Council’s Legistar webpage at 
https://cabq.legistar.com/Legislation.aspx. 

Date 
Council 

Bill No. 

City 

Enactment 

No. 

Plan References 
(see 

Note 1) 
Description 

Adoption of the Metropolitan Redevelopment Area and Plan 

11/10/2003 R-03-294 R-2003-160  Yes Designation of the boundary of the 
Metropolitan Redevelopment Area 

5/3/2004 R-04-50 R-2004-044  Yes 
Adoption of the Downtown 2025 Plan 
as the Metropolitan Redevelopment 
Area Plan 

11/13/2017 R-17-213 R-2017-102 Title No 

Amends the title and type of plan to 
repeal the Sector Development Plan 
while retaining the Metropolitan 
Redevelopment Plan as a Rank 3 Plan to 
be consistent with the IDO’s Ranked 
Plan system under the IDO.  
 
All zoning and development standards 
contained in this plan have been 
repealed.  

Adoption & amendments to the Sector Development Plan content – zoning, uses, and development process 

5/1/2000 R-21 50-2000   

Adoption of Downtown 2010 SDP, 
amending the boundaries of the 
adjoining Downtown Neighborhood 
Area SDP, Huning Castle Raynolds 
Addition SDP, and McClellan Park 
MRP/SDP 

3/30/2007 R-07-183 R-2007-027 p. 34 - Prohibited Yes Adult amusement establishments and 

https://cabq.legistar.com/Legislation.aspx


7/24/2018 COA Planning 

Uses adult stores added to the list of 
prohibited uses 

11/1/2010 R-09-5 R-2010-141 p. 7 - Commercial 
parking lots No Defines and regulates existing 

commercial surface parking lots 

6/4/2012 R-11-225 R-2012-052 

p. 4 – map of 
Downtown Core, 
p. 29 – Districts 
map 

See 
6/13/20

14 

Boundary of the Downtown 2010 SDP 
plan area adjusted through adoption of 
the 2012 Downtown Neighborhood 
Area SDP 

6/13/2014 R-13-236 R-2014-029 

p. 23 – catalytic 
projects  
p. 28 – deviations 
p. 28b – approval 
process chart 
p. 32 – uses and 
regulations 
p. 40 – courtyard 
building height 
p. 41 – terrace 
building step-back 
p. 42 – podium 
building 
regulations 
p. 69 – historic 
preservation 

Yes 

 Updates plan as Downtown 2025 
SDP, incl. boundary per R-2012 052 

 Defines the process for approving 
minor changes or deviations from 
the Building Types and Standards 

 Revises the Approval Process 
flowchart 

 Clarifies that R-3 and C-2 Uses are 
allowed, including artisanal and 
craft manufacturing as permissive 
uses, while standards for each zone 
(setbacks, density, etc.) do not apply 

 Clarifies building height, step-
backs, and recommended parking 
configurations 

 Incorporates 2005 Demolition 
Review standards 

11/13/2017 R-17-213 R-2017-102 Title No 

Amends the title and type of plan to 
repeal the Sector Development Plan 
while retaining the Metropolitan 
Redevelopment Plan as a Rank 3 Plan to 
be consistent with the IDO’s Ranked 
Plan system under the IDO.  
 
All zoning and development standards 
contained in this plan have been 
repealed. 

 

Notes:   
1. The amendments in the Resolutions may or may not be reflected in the Plan text:  “Yes” in this column 

indicates they are; “No” indicates they are not.   
2. The original adopting Resolution(s) and the Resolutions listed in the table above are inserted at the end of this 

Plan in chronological order.   
3. This Plan may include maps showing property zoning and/or platting, which may be dated as of the Plan’s 

adoption.  Refer to the Albuquerque Geographic Information System (AGIS) for up-to-date zoning and 
platting information at http://www.cabq.gov/gis. 

http://www.cabq.gov/gis
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The District, bounded by I-25, I-40, Avenida Cesar Chavez and the Rio Grande, is home to an im-
pressive array of attractions and activities: Old Town’s quaint shops, galleries, historic restaurants, 
and museums; our “Quality of Life” facilities found along the river (the aquarium, botanic gardens, 
zoo, and Tingley recreation area); the Indian Pueblo Cultural Center and the new Hispanic Cultural 
Center; and Downtown’s theaters, convention facilities, and many entertainment venues.

This area is also home to some of the most interesting, vital, and historically significant neighbor-
hoods in our community. With neighborhoods such as Martineztown/Santa Barbara, Huning High-
land, South Broadway, Huning Castle/Raynold’s Addition, Barelas, South Martineztown, the Down-
town Neighborhoods, Wells Park, South Broadway and Old Town, the widest range of residential 
choices imaginable is available - historic homes, suburban ranch houses, warehouse apartments, 
artist studios, town houses, and live/work spaces.

Over the next decade, we plan to link this diverse mix of historical, cultural and entertainment 
venues, attractions and activities together with the commercial centers of Old Town and Downtown 
and the historic neighborhoods which surround them by providing convenient, interesting frequent 
transportation; consistent signage and lighting; and pedestrian-friendly streetscapes and urban trails.

Downtown 2010 will be the catalyst for returning Downtown to its former prominence as the com-
munity’s premier gathering place and as the center of Albuquerque’s Historic District.  Downtown 
Albuquerque is a microcosm of the Historic District as a whole.  While each of the individual areas 
within the District have their own unique character, Downtown is the heart and center of the District 
- the place where “variety” and “excitement” are the rule, and where people of all races, ages, reli-
gions, and economic backgrounds come to work, live, and play together.

“Come on down to the District!”
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We will:

By:

• “Pedestrian priority” signage shall be installed throughout Downtown. (Public)
• May fund and operate a Downtown “circulator” within the Downtown Core.  The circulator 

may operate in two directions, be free, operate on 5 minute headways, and be fun.  (Public / 
Private)

• Amenities (such as lighting, signage, street furniture, plantings, etc.) shall be provided in 
the public right-of-way to support and encourage pedestrian activity.
(Public/private)

• Bicycle racks and other bicycle-friendly facilities shall be provided throughout Downtown, 
and the Historic District. (Public/Private)

• All parking requirements for Downtown development shall be removed. (Public)
• A Downtown “Park-Once Strategy” shall be developed and instituted which includes a 

“shared use” parking program for both public and private structures/lots, and which inves-
tigates the most effective way to manage parking facilities throughout Downtown. (Public/
Private)

• On-street parking shall be maximized throughout Downtown. (Public)
• Long term parking structures may be located at strategic entrances to Downtown, and short 

term parking may be strategically located throughout the arts/entertainment/retail district.
(Public/Private)

• Include some form of commercial activity on the ground floor of all parking structures fac-
ing the sidewalk.  (Public / Private)

• Prohibit new commercial surface parking lots in the Downtown Core. (Public)
• Pave, landscape (15% minimum) light, and maintain existing commercial surface parking 

lots. (Public/Private)

• The entire one-way street system may be converted to two-way operations. (Public)
• Express “shuttles” between Downtown and Old Town/Biopark and between Downtown and 

UNM/Nob Hill may be funded and operated.  The Old Town “shuttles” may operate on 30 
minute headways, and the UNM/Nob Hill “shuttle” may operate on 7 minute headways. 
(Public)

• When the Hispanic Cultural Center is completed, fund and operate a shuttle on Fourth 
Street connecting the Center to Downtown. (Public)

• An informational and directional (way finding) signage program for the Downtown shall be 
developed.  (Public/Private)

• The Central Avenue/Railroad Underpass may be improved to be pedestrian friendly.  (Pub-
lic/Private)
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We will:

By:

• The Plan adopts building types and standards which encourage high quality urban buildings, 
promote street level pedestrian-friendly building designs, and requires that buildings respect 
their urban context. (Public)

• Historic sites in and around Downtown shall be preserved, restored and reused. (Public/pri-
vate)

• A Redevelopment Plan for Downtown shall be adopted which makes the Downtown Core a 
tax increment financing district. (Public/Private)

• The City may use tax increment financing to fund programs, infrastructure, and facilities. 
(Public)

• The City will use redevelopment powers to support and encourage residential development 
in and around Downtown. (Public)

• This Plan promotes and requires retail and other uses at street level and provides improve-
ments to the public right-of-way that support pedestrian activity.  (Public)

• Encourage sidewalk retail and dining activity in the public right-of-way to strengthen pedes-
trian activity. (public/private)

• Consistent lighting, signage, and streetscape improvements throughout Downtown shall be 
provided, concentrating initially on the Arts and Entertainment District and 4th Street as 
the link between the Arts and Entertainment District and the Lomas Employment Corridor. 
(Public)

• Conserve and reintroduce the traditional street grid of 300’x300’ blocks;  Fruit Avenue from 
Third Street to the railroad tracks may be rebuilt.  Where the traditional street grid is broken, 
pedestrian connections may be established. (Public)

• Prohibit the vacation or closure of alleyways and streets in the Arts and Entertainment 
District and strongly discourage vacations and closures elsewhere in the Downtown Core.
Applicants must prove that the requested vacation or closure will enhance the pedestrian 
character of Downtown and that the proposed development could not be built without the va-
cation or closure.
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We will:

By:

• The Plan makes the boundary between the Downtown Core and its adjacent neighborhoods 
a hard line in order to protect adjacent neighborhoods from encroachment of commercial 
activity outside of the core.   Variances, zone changes and other administrative actions 
which would allow commercial activity to creep across the boundary from the Downtown 
Core into the adjacent neighborhoods should only occur in the most exceptional of cases. 
(Public)

• Commercial surface parking lots in neighborhoods adjacent to Downtown are prohibited. 
(Public)

• Permit parking shall be provided for neighborhoods adjacent to Downtown. (Public)
• Urban conservation overlay zones shall be developed to protect historic structures in exist-

ing neighborhoods which surround Downtown. (Public)

• The Plan designates an urban Housing District within the Downtown Core which encour-
ages high density urban living mixed with neighborhood support sources compatible with 
urban living (see Urban Housing Policies and Implementation Actions). (Public/Private)

• Buffer the Barelas, Reynolds and Downtown neighborhoods from intense commercial 
activity by using the urban Housing District;  buffer the Wells Park, Santa Barbara/Marti-
neztown, Huning Highlands, and South Martineztown neighborhoods from intense com-
mercial activity by using the Warehouse District. (Public/Private)

• Tax increment financing shall be utilized to fund future civic infrastructure improvements 
in the Downtown, particularly for parking structures in the core and urban trails connecting 
Downtown and its adjacent neighborhoods. (Public)

• Redevelopment powers shall be utilized, where possible, to assist in assemblage of infill 
residential building sites in Historic District neighborhoods. (Public/Private)
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We will:

By:

• The Plan identifies the district and sites that are best suited for new housing development 
within the Downtown Core. (Private/public)

• Redevelopment powers shall be utilized to assist in assemblage of building sites, when a 
super majority of property owners request such public assistance.  Land assemblage must be 
simple and efficient to stimulate private sector development. (Public)

• Private sector urban housing initiatives may be supported by providing parking and by mini-
mizing off-site infrastructure deficiencies. (Public)

• High density housing (50 du’s/acre or more) is encouraged within the Downtown core. (Pub-
lic)

• Locate UNM student housing Downtown.  (Public/Private)
• Redevelop existing commercial and industrial buildings into loft housing and artist live/

work space.  (Private)
• Work with churches to create senior housing Downtown.  (Private)

• Commercial parking lots in neighborhoods adjacent to Downtown shall be prohibited and 
“permit parking programs” shall be made available to neighborhood residents. (Public)

• Neighborhood commercial businesses shall be attracted to locate Downtown.  (Private)
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We will:

By:

• Survey all Downtown buildings and land; develop a database including square footage, 
rental rates, vacancy rates, etc. on all commercial properties within the Downtown Core.
(Private)

• Recruit basic and specialty goods and services into Downtown, including art-based retail, 
restaurants, and “high fashion” retail.  (Private)

• Recruit a full service urban grocery store and drug store in Downtown.  (Private)
• Recruit a multiplex movie theater in Downtown.  (Private)
• Recruit retail “anchor” stores Downtown.  (Private)
• Recruit convenience services (dry cleaners, shoe repair, etc.) close to office buildings and 

housing.  (Private)
• May build a municipal mercado in Downtown.  (Private)

• Encourage sidewalk retail and dining activity in the public right-of-way.
 (Public/Private) 

• Reinforce the image of a “main street” shopping experience with visually interesting street 
level design of buildings.  (Private)

• Encourage retailing of art and associated art products in Downtown, concentrating on the 
contemporary art market.  (Private)

• Develop “continuous” retail building frontage on Central, Gold and Copper Avenues.  “Fill 
in the missing teeth” (Private)

• Require retail uses to utilize on-street, off-alley and “park-once” structures in lieu of off-
street surface parking lots - both within the specialty retail core and throughout Downtown. 
(Public/Private)
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We will:

By:

• Aggressively recruite federal agencies to relocate Downtown. (Public/Private)
• Encourage more UNM/TVI activities to locate Downtown, particularly in the areas of contiu-

ing education, fine arts, and planning/architecture. (Public)
• Recruit information technology industries (multi-media, software, internet services, etc.) to 

locate Downtown. (Private)
• Recruit professional service firms and financial institutions which have left Downtown to 

return to the core. (Private)

• May establish a low income loan pool to encourage small business investment in Downtown. 
(Public/Private)
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We will:

By:

• Locate urban specialty retail, restaurants, clubs, entertainment venues, cultural facilities, and 
art related activities in the Arts and Entertainment District. (Public/Private)

• The region’s one-of-a-kind facilities (i.e. arena, ballpark, museums, performance center, etc.) 
may be located to the greatest extent possible Downtown in or near the Arts and Entertain-
ment District in order to create an ever-changing urban experience/community gathering 
place. (Public/Private)

• Major festivals and community events may be held Downtown - during such festivals/events, 
outdoor sales of food and drinks may be held on public rights-of-way and in public parks to 
create a festive environment. (Public/Private)

• Outdoor dining and retailing on sidewalks are encouraged in the Arts and Entertainment Dis-
trict and along the Fourth Street Mall. (Public/Private)

• Permanent and changing street performance venues shall be permitted in the Arts and Enter-
tainment District; promote the Arts and Entertainment District as a street performance oppor-
tunity. (Private/Public)

• “Route 66 Neon District” may be created on Central Avenue as a 1% for the Arts Program 
(Public)

• Investigate ways that the artistic, promotional and programming functions of these public 
facilities can be consolidated and better managed. (Public/Private)

• Encourage joint promotions/schedule coordination of all public and private venues within the 
Arts and Entertainment District. (Private/Public)

• Any privatization of public arts, entertainment or cultural facilities may be considered only if 
the City adopts a public and competitive process to award such contracts.  Any privatization 
of public facilities suggested or recommended by the Plan shall be applicable only to venues 
located in the area defined as the Downtown Core.

• Develop live/work spaces for artists, work only spaces and galleries Downtown. (Private)
• May develop a contemporary arts museum in the Arts and Entertainment District.  (Public/Pri-

vate)
• Encourage major art festivals (i.e. Site Santa Fe, Magnifico, Southwest Arts Festival, NM Arts 

and Crafts Fair, etc.) to locate in Downtown. (Private)
• Concentrate the “fine print “ industry in the Arts and Entertainment District. (Private)

*Note:  The Albuquerque Performing Arts Center (APAC) would consist of several Arts venues located within walking distance of one another.
The venues would coordinate programming and management.
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We will:

By:

• Promote Downtown and The Historic District at the airport and car rental outlets (Public/Pri-
vate).

• A trolley service may be operated throughout The District connecting attractions (Downtown, 
Old Town, Natural History Museum, Albuquerque Museum, Explora, Aquarium, Botanic 
Gardens, Tingley Beach, Zoo, the Cultural Centers, etc.). (Public)

• Consider starting a lowrider taxi service in Downtown. (Private)
• “District” directional/informational signage shall be installed throughout The District (Public/

Private)
• A pedestrian urban trail may be built throughout The District. (Public)
• Operate bicycle rentals for visitors to experience The District. (Private)

• Provide programmed event packages and retailing discounts in Downtown and Old Town to 
visitors/tourists. (Public/Private) 

• The Albuquerque Convention & Visitor’s Bureau (ACVB) shall develop a promotion package 
highlighting District attractions. (Public/Private)

• May build a Multi-purpose Arena Downtown to expand Convention Center and hospitality 
services for residents and visitors alike. (Public/Private)
Develop a single pass to area attractions such as the Albuquerque Museum, the Natural His-
tory Museum, the Zoo, Explora, etc. (Public)

• Program many festivals, celebrations, and parades Downtown. (Public/Private)
• Recruit event promoters to sponsor annual Downtown Events (i.e. Taste of Albuquerque, Fall 

Crawl, Cinco de Mayo, etc.). (Private)
• Expand the Farmers Market; may develop a municipal market/mercado. (Public/Private)
• Hang banners promoting upcoming events along Central Avenue and along the Fourth Street 

Mall. (Public/Private)
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We will:

By:

• A park may be built on the western edge of the Downtown Core to serve Lew Wallace El-
ementary, St. Mary’s  and the surrounding neighborhood.  (Public)

• A park may be built south of Central to serve the office and residential population in that 
area. (Public)

• May create a series of triangular parks along Central Avenue from Downtown to Old Town, 
to strengthen the pedestrian connection.  (Public)

• May create a plaza in front of the bus/train depot as an element of the Alvarado Metropolitan 
Redevelopment area.(Public/Private)

• The Plan adopts building standards which encourage courtyard spaces within new develop-
ment (Public)

• A regional park adjacent to the Rio Grande may be established, connecting the Biopark, Ting-
ley Beach, Zoo, and Hispanic Cultural Center.  (Public/Private)

• The attractions in the region may be connected to the Downtown Core by train, shuttle, or 
some other interesting means of transportation. (Public)

• Landscaping and street furniture along the Mall will be provided and maintained. (Private)
• Additional security and maintenance through the Mall area will be provided.  (Private) 
• Programmed activities, food vendors and retailing on the Mall will be provided. (Private)

• “Gateways” may be created at each end of Central Avenue as entrances into Downtown from 
both the East and the West. (Public)

• An Urban Pedestrian Trail will be built to interconnect the series of parks and open spaces in 
The District. (Public)

• Pedestrian walking connections between District attractions will be enhanced.  (Old Town, 
Bio Park, Zoo, Museums, etc.)  (Public/Private)
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By:

• The DAT and the Albuquerque Convention and Visitors Bureau (ACVB) shall develop a 
Downtown promotions package, coordinate publicity, and develop a District advertising bud-
get. (Private)

• The “user-friendliness” of the District should be continuously evaluated by developing and 
administering surveys to be given out at conventions, hotels, etc., to visitors, residents, and 
employees. (Private)

• The City and DAT have entered into a long term lease to develop, maintain and program the 
Fourth Street Mall. (Public/Private)m
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In today’s Downtown, the presence of parking must be advertised strongly, but without the visual blight of 
large areas of parked cars.  This advertising is accomplished through:

1. on-street parking, which informs drivers that parking is an expected and permitted part of Down-
town and 

2. prominent identification of parking structure entrances.

A critical element of the park once environment is the concealment of parking (other than on-street parking) 
from the view of the street. This is accomplished by locating parking in the interior of blocks, by fronting 
parking structures with a veneer of retail floor space, and by designing the exterior of the parking structures 
to disguise their interior use.

Once the visitor is out of their parked vehicle, the next important element of the Park Once - Pedestrian 
First environment is the landing of the pedestrian into a public space.  Typically, this is accomplished by 
providing ramps, stairs, elevators, escalators, etc. which lead to public spaces such as sidewalks, arcades, or 
public building lobbies.  Privatized pedestrian spaces, such as skywalks to private buildings, upper floors of 
private buildings, direct connection into a single retail store, etc., are detrimental to the Park Once - Pedes-
trian First atmosphere.  It is also critical that parking spaces serve multiple users.  As a result, it is impor-
tant that parking spaces not be dedicated to a single building or use but rather shared between nearby uses 
(such as office, restaurant, retail, and entertainment).

How Many Parking Spaces are Enough?
Over the next eleven year period (1999 - 2010), we estimate the need for around 3,000 more parking spaces 
Downtown.  At present, there are 14,400 parking spaces in Downtown Albuquerque.  

Our estimate of future parking demand is based on the following assumptions:
• A 20% growth in parking demand over the eleven year period 1999 - 2010 from the current peak 

demand of 9800 vehicles.
• A loss of 1,800 parking spaces in surface lots over the eleven year period 1999 - 2010.
• An increase in parking garage occupancy from the existing 68% to a projected occupancy of 76% 

by the year 2010.

Computing the above factors we project for some 3,000spaces of new parking by the year 2010.

A ten-year program of adding 3,000 spaces to Downtown Albuquerque’s parking supply can be accommo-
dated through a series of 7 - 10 new garages over the next decade.  Several of these can be precisely located 
at the present time, and the remainder can be placed with a lesser degree of precision.  (See Parking Struc-
tures Map)

In their projected order of priority, the new parking structures would be:

Garage 1 - The Alvarado Redevelopment Area.
This garage will serve the new multi-screen cinema, transportation terminals, retail, and office devel-
opment already committed for this area.  This garage also serves an area of Downtown that is cur-
rently not served at all (within 500 feet walking distance of a parking structure).  It is located on Gold 
Avenue between First and Second Streets.
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Garage 2 - PNM/South Federal Area.
This garage serves commercial activity in the southern part of Downtown.  It will serve PNM and 
Federal Office expansion.  It is located on Silver between Fifth and Sixth Streets.

Garage 3 - located south of Lomas Blvd. to the West of Fourth Street.  The demand for this garage 
will come predominately from the new courthouses.  Garage 3A is an alternate privately funded 
facility located north of Lomas.

Garage 4 - located at the Old Albuquerque High School Reuse Site.  This small garage serves not 
only the uses in the recycled high school, but also walk-in visitors to Downtown Albuquerque.

Garage 5 - located at Copper Avenue between Sixth and Seventh Streets.  This garage will anchor 
the revised commercial activity in the west end of Downtown including a possible supermarket.  Its 
location one block north of Central Avenue will help fill out a matrix of parking decks along either 
side of Central Avenue.  Garage 5A is an alternate site for garage #5 activity.

Garage 6 - This garage is a counterpart to garage #5 and will anchor the southwest sector of the cen-
tral business district.  Its demand will derive from revitalized retail along Central Avenue.  Similar to 
garage #5, it flanks Gold Avenue from Seventh to Eleventh Streets, creating multiple options for visi-
tors to Central Avenue and the streets crossing it.

Garage 7 - located along Copper Avenue to the east of Third Street.  This garage will serve the new 
Duque Hotel, an expansion of La Posada Hotel, as well as increased retail activity in the eastern part 
of Downtown.

Garage 8 - north of Central Avenue to the east of First Street.  This large garage would serve a new 
arena and increased activity at the Convention Center.

Garage 9 - located on First Street between Lead and Coal Avenues.  This garage serves future com-
mercial growth within the southeastern sector of Downtown.

Garage 10 - located in the northeast sector of Downtown.  Three options are suggested to serve fu-
ture commercial growth in the northeastern sector of Downtown.

Transit Circulator Service
In order to facilitate further The Park Once concept, a transit circulator system for Downtown is 
needed. The circulator would be used by residents, visitors, and Downtown employees.  For employ-
ees in particular, a Downtown shuttle service would greatly reduce the hindrance to mid-day travel 
between the employment and retail centers in Downtown and maximize parking facilities throughout 
Downtown.

Non-daily visitors to Downtown are generally on a more flexible schedule than daily Downtown 
workers, and are likely to visit other Downtown destinations beyond their primary destination. 
Tourists visiting Downtown are a predictable source of ridership for the Old Town/Biopark express 
shuttle.  Typically, tourist visitors to a downtown area prefer to leave their automobile parked for an 
extended duration (several hours), and prefer to visit multiple destinations either by walking or with 
the assistance of a circulator shuttle.  Similarly, a link between Downtown and the University will 
serve students, residents, and visitors alike and create a predictable ridership for a UNM/Nob Hill 
express shuttle.
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buildings and secure bike facilities should be provided in highly visible locations at ground level at 
each parking facility with a minimum of 1.2% of the spaces devoted to bicycle parking.

The combined efforts of the public and private sectors are an essential element of The Plan.  The civic 
infrastructure improvements discussed here are the key public component which will create an envi-
ronment in which private sector businesses and entertainment establishments can thrive and which 
invites substantial private investment.  Downtown’s Park Once - Pedestrian First environment is what 
will enable it to be special and unique, offering something which no suburban mall or factory outlet 
center can.  By giving people the ability to get out of their cars once, and have a multitude of safe, 
enjoyable experiences, we will make Downtown Albuquerque an urban center we can be proud of.
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The Building Standards consolidates the more than 70 current standards and guidelines required 
for Downtown development into 21 simple building standards. The new standards are intended to 
be far more user-friendly and to remove much of the subjectivity in the prior standards/ 
guidelines. Each standard is graphically illustrated and reduced to the most basic form.  

The Site Development Plan Approval Process has been streamlined to accommodate Downtown 
development. For quality Downtown projects, approval will be “short of the process and long on 
the results.”

"The Downtown Development and Building Process is adopted to ensure that building 
development is predictable and real estate values are stable. This process puts the pedestrian first 
in all new projects and ensures that developments are compatible with each other and with the 
existing urban fabric. The Building Types and Development Standards set forth in this Plan are 
mandatory, however, the Planning Director, and/or the Director's designee, may approve minor 
changes or deviations from the Building Types and/or from any dimensional standard that is less 
than or equal to 10%. Any Deviation greater than 10% and up to 25% from any dimensional 
standard shall be reviewed by the EPC, which may approve or disapprove the request.  
Notification and advertisement shall be by the normal EPC process. The applicant shall submit a 
written justification that describes consistency with the Goals of the Plan as well as compatibility 
with surrounding development. Deviations from the requirements of this Plan are to be reviewed 
by the Planning Director or the EPC, and not through application to the Zoning Hearing Examiner 
(ZHE).  

Notes: a) The Downtown Districts Map represents the Downtown Core. Surrounding 
neighborhoods boundaries are amended to correspond with the Downtown Core.  

b) The Building Types and Building Standards are adopted to facilitate and encourage 
Downtown developments. Adherence to the types and standards within each district are 
required to obtain a building permit.  
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Some uses are clearly prohibited or regulated in all Downtown districts.  Following is a list of those 
uses:

• Drive-in/drive-through facilities are not allowed, except that unenclosed outdoor seating is 
permitted.  Existing drive-in/drive-through uses shall be legal, non-conforming uses.

• Adult amusement establishments, and adult stores are not allowed. Existing adult amusement 
establishments and adult stores shall be legal, non-conforming uses.

• Commercial surface parking lots are not allowed.  Existing commercial surface parking lots 
shall be legal, non-conforming uses and must meet the landscaping, lighting, buffering and 
paving requirements identified in the building standards section of  The Plan.

• Alcoholic drink sales for consumption off-premises are allowed, provided however:

a) there shall be no dispensing (sales) of any miniatures;

b) there shall be no dispensing (sales) of any fortified wines by volume of alcohol no more 
than twelve percent; and

c) there shall be no dispensing (sales) of any alcoholic beverages in broken packages (singles).

Existing establishments engaged in the sale of alcoholic drink sales for consumption off-
premises shall be required to meet the above restrictions within ninety (90) days of The 
Plan adoption.

d) Alcoholic drink sales within 500 feet of the boundary of a residential zone in an adjacent 
neighborhood or within 500 feet of the boundary of any adjacent sector development plan 
shall be Review Required, except this provision shall not apply to a  full service grocery 
store.

• Jails or correctional institutions are not allowed, but temporary detention facilities shall be al-
lowed to accomodate police investigative activities and related activities.

• Off-premise free-standing signs are not permitted. 
• Existing uses within the Housing district area between Central Avenue and Lomas Boulevard 

that are inconsistent with the District/Use Matrix are nonconforming and the City’s nonconfor-
mance regulations shall apply.
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Type ‘A’ 
Single Unit 

URBAN REGULATIONS

PLACEMENT:
1. Lot Width: 50 ‘ minimum

PARKING:
1. Rear yard garages
2. Access: through alley

HEIGHT AND PROFILE:
1. Height: 2 stories maximum

EXAMPLES:
1. Residential and Professional 

Office; Studio Apartments; Guest 
Cottages

SAMPLE BLOCK PLAN 

TYPE DESCRIPTION
Free Standing, single unit housing
with rear yard garages and studio
apartment.

EXAMPLES: 

BIRD’S EYE VIEW 

A - SINGLE UNIT
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Type ‘B’ 
Duplex

URBAN REGULATIONS

PLACEMENT:
1. Lot Width: 50 ‘ minimum

PARKING:
1. Rear yard garages
2. Access: through alley

HEIGHT AND PROFILE:
1. Height: 2 stories maximum

EXAMPLES:
1. Residential and Professional 

Office; Studio Apartments; 
Guest Cottages; Worshops above 
Garages

SAMPLE BLOCK PLAN 

TYPE DESCRIPTION
Free Standing, duplex unit housing
with rear yard garages and studio
apartments.

EXAMPLES: 

BIRD’S EYE VIEW 

B- DUPLEX 
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Type ‘C’ 
Townhouse

URBAN REGULATIONS

PLACEMENT:
1. Lot Width: 20-50’

PARKING:
1. Rear yard garages
2. Access: through alley

HEIGHT AND PROFILE:
1. Height: 3 stories maximum

EXAMPLES:
1. Residential and Professional 

Office; Studio Apartments; 
Guest Cottages; Worshops above 
Garages

SAMPLE BLOCK PLAN 

TYPE DESCRIPTION
“Zero” lot line townhouses with
rear yard garages and studio 
apartments.

EXAMPLES: 

BIRD’S EYE VIEW 

C- TOWNHOUSES
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Type ‘D’ 
Sideyard

URBAN REGULATIONS

PLACEMENT:
1. Lot Width: 20-50’

PARKING:
1. Half-level underground and 

sutface
2. Access: through alley

HEIGHT AND PROFILE:
1. 3 stories maximum with setback 

beginning at second story

EXAMPLES:
1. Residential flats over twostory 

Townhouses

SAMPLE BLOCK PLAN 

TYPE DESCRIPTION
Flats above two-story townhouses
facing sideyard courts.

EXAMPLES: 

BIRD’S EYE VIEW

D - SIDEYARD
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Type ‘E’ 
Courtyard

URBAN REGULATIONS

PLACEMENT:
1. Lot Width: 100’ minimum

PARKING:
1. Half-level underground 
2. Access: through alley

HEIGHT AND PROFILE:
1. Height: 2 stories maximum

EXAMPLES:
1. Residential  flats over two - story 

townhouses

SAMPLE BLOCK PLAN 

TYPE DESCRIPTION
Flats above two-story townhouses 
facing interior courts.

EXAMPLES: 

BIRD’S EYE VIEW 

D - SIDEYARD
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 Type ‘F  ’  
Terrace

URBAN REGULATIONS

PLACEMENT:
1. Lot Width: 300’

PARKING:
1. Half-level underground for 

residential flats and garages on 
gmde for townhouses

2. Access: through alley

HEIGHT AND PROFILE:
1. Height: 4 stories maximum with 

a stepback beginning after the 
first, second or third story.

EXAMPLES:
1. Two-story residential flats over 

two-story  townhouses

SAMPLE BLOCK PLAN 

TYPE DESCRIPTION
Two-story flats over two-story 
townhouses over partially sub  merged 
parking garages.

EXAMPLES: 

BIRD’S EYE VIEW  

D - SIDEYARD
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Type ‘G’  
Podium

URBAN REGULATIONS

PLACEMENT:
1. Lot Width: 300’ or 150
2. Lot Depth: 142’ maximum

PARKING:
1. Half-level underground garage 

podium, or full-level garage 
podium with retail or office liner

2. Access: through alley

HEIGHT AND PROFILE:
1. Height: 8 stories maximum with 

a stepback beginning after the 
first, second or third story

EXAMPLES:
1. Commercial or Retail on 

principal street frontage with 
double-loaded residential 
apartments above

BIRD’S EYE VIEW 

G - MIDRISE PODIUM

SAMPLE BLOCK PLAN 

TYPE DESCRIPTION
Apartments on double-loaded 
corridors over storefront lofts over 
partially submerged parking garage .

EXAMPLE: 
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Type ‘M’  
Full Block

BIRD’S EYE VIEW 

M -1 FULL BLOCK LOW-RISE

M -1 FULL BLOCK MID-RISE
(FRANCISCAN HOTEL TYPE)

M -1 FULL BLOCK MID-RISE
(HYATT HOTEL TYPE)

SAMPLE BLOCK PLAN 

TYPE DESCRIPTION
Two-story flats over two-story 
townhouses over partially sub  merged 
parking garages.

URBAN REGULATIONS
WRAPPER BUILDING
PLACEMENT:

1. Lot Width: 300’ 
2. Street Frontage: 90% minimum 

articulated at 25 ‘, 50 ‘, or 7 5’ 
increments

3. Lot Depth: 142’ to alley at mid-
block

4. Building Depth: 20’ minimum, 
40’ preferred

5. Recessed comers shall not exceed 
10% of street frontage

PARKING:
1. Types: Interior surface lot, 

interior garage, or “park-once” 
garage

2. Access: through alley

HEIGHT AND PROFILE:
1. Street Frontage Height: 3 stories 

at block centers and 7 stories at 
street comers

2. Setback: 0’

EXAMPLES:
1. Commercial or Retail on street 

frontage with mixed-use housing 
or office lofts above

INTERIOR BUILDING 
HEIGHT AND PROFILE:

1. Height: No restrictions
2. Setback: 20’ minimum with 40’ 

preferred

EXAMPLES:
1. Parking; Cinema; “BigBox” 

Retail; Office; Hotel; Residential
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TYPE ‘N’  
Quarter Block

BIRD’S EYE VIEW 

N-1 1/2 BLOCK LOW RISE

N-2 1/2 BLOCK MID-RISE

N-2 1/2 BLOCK HIGH RISE

SAMPLE BLOCK PLAN 

TYPE DESCRIPTION
Large floor plate structure surrounded
by low-scale “wrapper” or “ liner’’ 
buildings at street frontage located on 
a half-block.

URBAN REGULATIONS
WRAPPER BUILDING
PLACEMENT:

1. Lot Width: 300’ 
2. Street Frontage: 90% minimum 

articulated at 25 ‘, 50 ‘, or 7 5’ 
increments

3. Lot Depth: 142’ to alley at mid-
block

4. Building Depth: 20’ minimum, 
40’ preferred

5. Recessed comers shall not exceed 
10% of street frontage

PARKING:
1. Types: Interior surface lot, 

interior garage, or “park-once” 
garage

2. Access: through alley

HEIGHT AND PROFILE:
1. Street Frontage Height 3 stories 

at block centers and 7 stories at 
street comers

2. Setback: 0’

EXAMPLES:
1. Commercial or Retail on street 

frontage with mixed-use housing 
or office lofts above

INTERIOR BUILDING 
HEIGHT AND PROFILE:

1. Height No restrictions
2. Setback: 20’ minimum with 40’ 

preferred

EXAMPLES:
1. Parking;. Cinema; “BigBox” 

Retail; Office; Hotel; Residential
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T ype ‘O’  
Quarter Block

BIRD’S EYE VIEW 

O-1 1/4 BLOCK LOW RISE

O-2 1/4 BLOCK MID-RISE

O-2 1/4 BLOCK HIGH RISE
(LA POSADA HOTEL TYPE)

SAMPLE BLOCK PLAN 

TYPE DESCRIPTION
Large floor plate structure surrounded
by low-scale “wrapper” or ‘’liner” 
buildings at street frontage located on 
a quarter-block.

URBAN REGULATIONS
WRAPPER BUILDING
PLACEMENT:

1. Lot Width: 150’
2. Street Frontage: 90% minimum 

articulated at 25’, 50’, or 75’ 
increments

3. Lot Depth: 142’ to alley at mid-
block

4. Building Depth: 20’ rninimwn, 
40’ preferred

5. Recessed comers shall not exceed 
10% of street frontage

PARKING:
1. Types: Interior surface lot, 

interior garage, or “park-once” 
garage

2. Access: through alley

HEIGHT AND PROFILE:
1. Street Frontage Height 3 stories 

at block centers and 7 stories at 
street comers

2. Setback: 0’

EXAMPLES:
1. Commercial or Retail on street 

frontage with mixed-use housing 
or office lofts above

INTERIOR BUILDING 
HEIGHT AND PROFILE:

1. Height No restrictions
2. Setback: 20’ minimum with 40’ 

preferred

EXAMPLES:
1. Parking;. Cinema; “BigBox” 

Retail; Office; Hotel; Residential
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Type ‘P’ 
Mid-Block Infill

BIRD’S EYE VIEW 

P- MID-BLOCK
(CENTRAL AVENUE TYPE)

SAMPLE BLOCK PLAN 

TYPE DESCRIPTION
Infill buildings located on midblocks.

Examples: 

URBAN REGULATIONS
WRAPPER BUILDING
PLACEMENT:

1. Lot Width: 25’, 50’, or75’
2. Street Frontage: 90% minimum
3. Lot Depth: 142’ maximum

PARKING:
1. Convenience and service parking 

alley also required at “Park-
Once” garages

2. Access: through alley

HEIGHT AND PROFILE:
1. Street Frontage Height: 3 stories 

maximum and 7 stories 20’ from 
street frontage

2. Setback: 0 ‘, 20 ‘ at 3rd Level and 
up

EXAMPLES:
1. Commercial or Retail on street 

frontage with mixed-use housing 
or office lofts above
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Type ‘Q’ 
End Block

BIRD’S EYE VIEW 

Q-1 END BLOCK LOW-RISE
(WOOLWORTH TYPE)

Q-2  END BLOCK MID-RISE
(SUNSHINE BUILDING TYPE)

SAMPLE BLOCK PLAN 

TYPE DESCRIPTION
Infill buildings located on street
comer lots.

Examples: 

URBAN REGULATIONS
WRAPPER BUILDING
PLACEMENT:

1. Lot Width: 50’, 75’ or 100’
2. Street Frontage: 90% minimum
3. Lot Depth: 142’ maximum

PARKING:
1. Convenience and service parking 

at alley
2. Access: through alley

HEIGHT AND PROFILE:
1. Street Frontage Height: 7 stories 

maximum
2. Setback: 0’

EXAMPLES:
1. Commercial or Retail on street 

frontage with mixed-use housing 
or office lofts above
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INTENT 
Maintain the existing fabric of historic building facades. 

STANDARDS
1. Buildings shall incorporate elements of the original façade into the 

renovation scheme: 
a. Do not cover existing original façade details by covering them 

with panels, signs, or by painting them out. 
b. Do not alter the shape of existing original openings. If a window 

must be blocked, maintain its original shape. 
c. Restore, where possible, the original façade by removing later 

additions of materials. 

2. In order to limit the detrimental effect of demolition on the character of 
the Downtown district, the total removal or removal of substantial 
portions of historic buildings shall be subject to the provisions of §14-12-
9, ROA. This ordinance provides for demolition review of structures that 
are 50 years old or more if, during a public hearing, the Landmarks and 
Urban Conservation Commission invokes a demolition review period. 

 Historic buildings are those buildings that are listed on the National 
 Register of Historic Places or the State Register of Cultural Properties, 
 or those buildings that are determined to be eligible for listing by the 
 appropriate agency. 

  Registered historic buildings in the Downtown 2010 Plan Area include*: 

   Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad Freight House 314 1st St. SW 
   E.R. Berry Residence 415 6th St. NW 
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   Champion Grocery Building 622-626 Tijeras NW 
   Eller Apartments 113-127 8th St. SW 
   Federal Building 421 Gold Ave. SW 
   First Methodist Episcopal Church 3rd St. & Lead Ave. 
   First National Bank Building 217-223 Central Ave. NW 
   Good Shepherd Refuge 601 2nd St. SW 
   Old Hilton Hotel 125 2nd St. NW 
   Hope Building 220 Gold Ave. SW 
   Hudson House 817 Gold Ave. SW 
   Kimo Theater 421 Central Ave. NW (City Landmark) 
   S.H. Kress Building 414-416 Central Ave. SW 
   Maisel's Indian Trading Post 510 Central Ave. SW 
   McCanna Hubbell Building 418-424 Central Ave. SW 
   New Mexico - Arizona Wool Warehouse 520 1st. St. NW 
   Occidental Insurance Company Building 119 3rd St.SW (City Landmark) 
   Pacific Desk Building 213-215 Gold Ave. SW 
   John Pearce House 718 Central Ave. SW 
   Old Post Office 123 4th St. SW 
   Puccini Building 620-624 Central Ave. SW 
   Rosenwald Building 320 Central Ave. SW (City Landmark) 
   Simms Building 400 Gold Ave. SW 
   Skinner Building 722-724 Central Ave. SW (City Landmark) 
   Southern Union Gas Building 723 Silver Ave. SW 
   Southwestern Brewery and Ice Company 601 Commercial St. NE 
   Springer Building 121 Tijeras Road NE 
   Sunshine Building 120 Central Ave. SW (City Landmark) 
   Yrisarri Block 400-402 Central Ave. SW 

   * The above list is current as of May 2014. 

Many other buildings in the Downtown are eligible for listing on the historic registers under the 
registered historic context "Historic and Architectural Resources of Central Albuquerque 1880-
1970". Consult with Planning Department staff for assistance with  registering your building. 
Read the document and learn about the development of Downtown and eligible buildings at: 
www.cabq.gov/planning/boards-and-commissions/landmarks-and-urban-conservation-
commission/historic-preservation-resources.

FINANCIAL INCENTIVES / TAX ADVANTAGED REHABILITATION 
Rehabilitation of historic structures may qualify for a 50-percent credit with caps against state 
income taxes and 20-percent with no cap on federal income taxes. In the designated Arts & 
Culture District, the state tax credit is capped at twice the ordinary limit. In partnership with 
local commercial lenders and federal agencies, the Preservation Loan fund lends money at 
below the prime rate.  Low-interest loans for buildings in the Downtown Albuquerque Main-
Street district are also are available. For additional information see nmhistoricpreservation.org. 
Standards for qualified rehabilitations do apply and applications must be approved prior to 
starting any work.  
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appendix A

We will:

By:

• Convert each Downtown elementary school into a “magnet school” with increased pre-
school programs at each school.  (Public)

• Use Downtown schools as a pilot cluster to experiment with innovations in education. 
(Public)

• Implement a “lab school” at Washington Middle School, with a curriculum developed by 
a team of experts comprised of APS teachers and professors from the UNM College of 
Education. (Public)

• Move the Career Enrichment Center (CEC) to a Downtown location in order to achieve 
its desired increase in capacity, and to provide a central location for serving students from 
throughout the city. (Public)

• Develop school-to-career partnerships between Downtown high school students and 
Downtown businesses, as well as provide “concurrent education” courses for Downtown 
high school students through TVI. (Public/Private)

• Encourage a variety of institutions of higher education to locate facilities and programs in 
Downtown, with an emphasis on Fine Arts and Planning & Architecture programs. (Pub-
lic)

• Provide better transit connections between UNM/TVI and Downtown. (Public)
• Build new student housing Downtown .  (Public / Private) 
• Develop a joint-use continuing education complex Downtown.( UNM, TVI, College of 

Santa Fe, University of Phoenix, etc.).  (Public/Private)

• Build or acquire new public education facilities in the Downtown that make a grand civic 
statement regarding the importance of education, and serve as the center for the Down-
town education community. (Public)

• A computer lab will be added to the Downtown Library. (Public)
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Appendix D  

2014 Mayor’s Downtown Summit  

Note: This list contains comments and suggestions regarding Downtown revitalization generated during  
a meeting of Downtown stakeholders and leaders sponsored by the Mayor’s office and held on January  
14, 2014. They are provided here as a record of this event. Feasibility, cost and community support for  
these ideas has not been assessed, and they should be considered solely as starting points for further  
discussion or consideration.  
 
General  

Provide open Wi-Fi that is fast and free. By extending the COA free Wi-Fi, there would be more 
opportunity for people downtown to share information at internet hot spots .  

Commercial/Residential  

Redevelop the Rosenwald Building as an arts incubator/gallery/culinary /film industry offices.  
Provide funding for a Property Tax Abatement for new construction Downtown and/or office to 
housing retrofits.  
Incentivize downtown development and remove barriers to make it easier for interested parties 
to redevelop vacant buildings or develop on vacant lots/parking lots. A reduction in 
development fees or an expedited process would help incentivize growth and development.  
Provide rent subsidies to reduce or adjust lease costs per square foot to incentivize first-year 
occupancy and publicize that downtown is open for business  
Request proposals for development of vacant city land downtown.  
Make parking free downtown, if not on Central at least on side streets.  
Build a Container city (railroad containers) of retail incubators on city land/vacant land.  
Provide façade improvement program/incentives  
Live work housing for artists  

Streetscape and Open Space  

Wider sidewalks with street trees, shrink lane widths, ensure on street parking.  
Pedestrian friendly Bus Rapid Transit (BRT). Slower transit speeds through downtown, 
pedestrian improvements to coincide with BRT. Downtown funds should be used to make sure 
pedestrian improvements are installed at same time as BRT.  
Inset (retractable) bollards in 3rd street at convention center to encourage events at civic plaza. 
Ensure that these inset bollards, which can be raised and lowered as necessary, are included in 
3rd street plans. The costs of hiring barricade companies are very high and will limit ability of 
groups to put on events. Greenbelt on 4th south of civic plaza. Reduce lane widths, add 
expanded sidewalk on one side with street tree allee and street furnishings. 



Allow Parklets or “Parquitos” to enable businesses and organizations the ability to develop  
parklets in lieu of parallel parking spaces to foster an active social public life in the street of 
downtown Albuquerque. Cultivate and support proposals for alternative green spaces.  
Colored pathways/ mile markers that note distances/ calories routes will help to burn. The 
routes should have “stations” throughout Downtown Albuquerque that will promote healthy 
exercises. The key to these routes is to be able to direct pedestrians to promote patronage of 
retail or attractions of interest and still promote a healthy lifestyle.  
Provide more bike infrastructure or improved bike connectivity. Bike lanes suddenly end and 
don’t continue or connect to others. There has been a big push City-wide by the Mayor to 
increase and maintain bike connectivity; however there is a lack of such infrastructure 
downtown. While dedicated bike lanes might not be feasible in all areas downtown, alerting 
drivers to bicycle activity with the use of “sharrows” would be greatly beneficial. As the number 
of bike commuters within the City is increasing, better bike lanes are necessary to encourage 
this mode of transportation and to keep cyclists safe.  
Provide more bike racks. Although there are bike parking opportunities downtown, there are 
not enough. This would also help clear space on the sidewalk for pedestrians and street 
furniture (like benches) and trees. It also sends a message that non-motorized traffic is valued as 
highly as automobiles and would help to connect targeted downtown corridors to adjacent 
neighborhoods, making the routes safer for all users.  
Create a Car Share program for tourists and others who don’t want the expense of owning a car 
but occasionally need the use of one.  
Install street banners and street flower pots. Banners can be subsidized by advertisements and 
or sponsorships, but need bracketing. More flower pots downtown (hanging, on the sidewalks) 
to beautify.  
Slow traffic down by investigating traffic calming infrastructure that would be beneficial for the 
downtown area. There are several streets (arterials and one-ways) that maintain the impression 
of a lack of safety due to the high speeds associated with them. This goes for both pedestrian 
and bicycle traffic. Slower speeds will make the business district more pedestrian and bicycle 
friendly as well as safer. This will improve quality of life and get people to notice and stop at 
local businesses.  
Build an at-grade crossing of railroad tracks on Central Avenue. Connecting the east downtown 
side (Edo) of the tracks to be able to walk over the tracks to enter downtown to work, dine, or 
enjoy the many cultural offerings in the area. The current conditions present a barrier for 
pedestrians and inviting more pedestrians into downtown relieves vehicular congestion.  
Better lighting along every street so people feel safer when they park and walk. Especially if they 
are on the street two to five blocks away from their destination.  

 Arts and Cultural  

Start a children’s artlab/museum/in the space that is currently the downtown Main library.  
Encourage more architectural up-lighting of buildings (like Wells Fargo but with different colors)  
Install neon lighting on street lights.  



Crossroads clock tower/sculpture repaired and updated and filled with visitor/event info.  
Activate vacant storefronts with window art installations.  
Expand the creation of both temporary and permanent murals and sculptures throughout  

Downtown.  

Civic Plaza Intramural Epicenter – i.e. themed movie nights, art day, farmers market, etc.  
Civic Plaza ice skating rink – i.e. Pershing Square in LA.  

Operational  

Create expedited event permitting. Minimize barriers (long, confusing and conflicting permitting 
processes, prohibitive costs, etc.), and increase support for special events and new businesses.   
Increased Security should be the number one priority for downtown. Hire a private security firm 
to help with patrols. To offset costs offer incentives to business owners and make it a 
public/private partnership. Just the appearance of security will deter much of the petty crime 
such as graffiti and panhandling.  
Make parking free on weekends or during business hours at public garages to bring in people 
who want to shop or eat downtown, which will mean more retail and restaurants. We have the 
spaces Downtown, why charge people to visit the neighborhood? Would you visit ABQ Uptown 
if you had to pay $9 to park there?  
Improving traffic flow with better timing of traffic lights would make Central or Lomas or 2nd or 
5th Streets viable transportation corridors to bring people to the neighborhood in an efficient 
way.  
Stop shutting down Central on weekend nights. Businesses want traffic to flow in front of their 
business. By blocking traffic every Friday, Saturday and Sunday, businesses lose exposure – and 
it discourages people from coming to the neighborhood.  
Provide more outdoor seating by eliminating parking spots to make room for patrons through 
City permit. This permit would allow businesses to build a platform in the parking spaces in front 
of their storefront. These platforms provide space for more outdoor seating as well as for 
pedestrians to pass on the sidewalk.  
Amend City liquor laws so servers can walk across the sidewalk to serve alcohol (with temporary 
‘fencing’ if need be for liquor service), and require the restaurants or bars to pay the City what it 
costs to park a car in that space during the time. This policy would activate the sidewalk 
activities and make the area more inviting by aiming eyes on the street scene. It would allow 
both the city and the local businesses to increase revenue streams.  
 Promote Civic Plaza in a designated area on key weekends or in the middle of the week. Allow 
the exhibition of art pieces that can be seen at City locations. Cost would be related to 
exhibition area and should be minimal. Allow for music and/or food trucks and/or swap meets 
and provide music and food trucks.  
Show classic movies in Civic Plaza and invite food trucks.  



Add attractions to Civic Plaza that will draw people in and keep people in the area, such as a 
merry-go-round, zip line, or skate park.  
Break up much of the hardscape of Civic Plaza and create more green space. Plant trees for 
shade and provide benches.  

Transportation:  

Provide large golf carts that will drive people around downtown between destinations. These 
carts hold about 5-6 passengers and the rides would be free, with drivers working for tips. It is 
cheaper than a cab and safer than walking around on dark streets late at night. Caveats: 
Restrictions to driving golf carts on the street, which would be one road block to making this 
happen. Also, there would need to be some sort of licensing process for individuals wanting to 
provide this service in the downtown area.  
Provide transportation between downtown and Nob Hill and north to Lomas in the form of a 
shuttle or the trolley service. With some funding this could expand to making downtown more 
walkable (in regards to grade, security, satellite parking); connect the bike/running paths via 
maps to show ways our running community can incorporate downtown in their runs. Free or 
low cost transit system from Nob Hill to the Downtown area (during evening hours) would 
reduce drinking and driving and would enable people to easily travel from both the Nob Hill and 
University areas to downtown. 



















[+
Br

ac
ke

te
d/

U
nd

er
sc

or
ed

 M
at

er
ia

l+
] -

 N
ew

 
[-B

ra
ck

et
ed

/S
tri

ke
th

ro
ug

h 
M

at
er

ia
l-]

 - 
D

el
et

io
n 

 

 

 1 

CITY of ALBUQUERQUE 
FIFTEENTH COUNCIL 

 
 
COUNCIL BILL NO.    F/S R-03-294          ENACTMENT NO.   ________________________ 
 
SPONSORED BY:  ERIC GRIEGO 

 
 

RESOLUTION 1 
DESIGNATING THE DOWNTOWN METROPOLITAN REDEVELOPMENT AREA 2 
(“Downtown MRA”), MAKING CERTAIN FINDINGS AND DETERMINATIONS 3 
PURSUANT TO THE METROPOLITAN REDEVELOPMENT CODE, AND 4 
AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE METROPOLITAN REDEVELOPMENT 5 
AGENCY TO PREPARE A METROPOLITAN REDEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR THE 6 
AREA; AMENDING THE BOUNDARIES OF McCLELLAN PARK 7 
METROPOLITAN REDEVELOPMENT AREA AND THE RAILROAD 8 
METROPOLITAN REDEVELOPMENT AREA THAT ARE LOCATED PARTIALLY 9 
WITHIN THE DOWNTOWN CORE AREA; SUPERCEDING THE ALVARADO  10 
METROPOLITAN REDEVELOPMENT AREA LOCATED FULLY WITHIN THE 11 
DOWNTOWN CORE AREA; AND SPECIFICALLY INCLUDING THE ENTIRE 12 
DOWNTOWN MRA FOR PURPOSES OF TAX INCREMENT FINANCING. 13 
 WHEREAS, the New Mexico Legislature has passed the Metropolitan 14 
Redevelopment Code (“Code”), Sections 3-60A-1 to 3-60A-48 NMSA 1978, as 15 
amended, which provides in Section 3-60A-8 that:  “A municipality shall not 16 
prepare a metropolitan redevelopment plan for an area unless the governing 17 
body has by resolution determined the area to be a slum area or a blighted 18 
area, or a combination thereof, and designated the area as appropriate for a 19 
metropolitan redevelopment project”; and 20 
 WHEREAS, the City of Albuquerque (“City”) and the Metropolitan 21 
Redevelopment Agency of the City and their employees and agents have, for 22 
some time, engaged in a study of blighted areas within the City, and have 23 
submitted their findings and recommendations concerning the area shown on 24 
the map attached to this resolution as Exhibit A and as set forth in the Staff 25 
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 2 

Report which is attached to this resolution as Exhibit B, both of which are 1 
incorporated herein by reference; and 2 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the Code, the Council has caused to be published 3 
in the Albuquerque Journal, a newspaper of general circulation within the City, 4 
a notice containing a general description of the proposed metropolitan 5 
redevelopment area and the date, time and place where the Council will hold 6 
public hearings to consider the adoption of this resolution and announcing 7 
that any interested party may appear and speak to the issue of the adoption of 8 
this resolution; and 9 
 WHEREAS, the Albuquerque Development Commission held an advertised 10 
public meeting on June 17, 2003, at which it took testimony from the public, 11 
and has recommended to the Council that the Downtown MRA be designated, 12 
that the boundaries of the McClellan Park Metropolitan Redevelopment Area 13 
and the Railroad Metropolitan Redevelopment Area be amended to eliminate 14 
portions of those areas that would be included within the Downtown MRA, that 15 
the Alvarado Metropolitan Redevelopment Area be superceded by the 16 
Downtown MRA, and that the entire Downtown MRA be included for purposes 17 
of tax increment financing, as set forth in the Staff Report attached to this 18 
resolution as Exhibit B; and 19 
 WHEREAS, the Council has directed in Council Bill No. R-01-336 20 
(Enactment No. 150-2001) that the entire Downtown MRA be included for 21 
purposes of tax increment financing; and  22 
 WHEREAS, the Council has considered the findings and determinations set 23 
forth in the Staff Report attached to this resolution as Exhibit B, the 24 
Downtown, and all comments made at the public hearing held on this 25 
resolution concerning the conditions which exist in the proposed Downtown 26 
MRA; and 27 

WHEREAS, the City Council adopted the Downtown 2010 Sector 28 
Development plan (Council Bill No. R-21, Enactment No. 50-2000) on May 1, 29 
2000; and 30 

WHEREAS, the Downtown 2010 Sector Development Plan identifies the 31 
Downtown Core area, which is coextensive with the proposed Downtown 32 
MRA, and contemplates that it be designated as a metropolitan redevelopment 33 
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area and that the entire Downtown MRA be included for purposes of tax 1 
increment financing; and 2 

WHEREAS, the Downtown Core and the proposed Downtown MRA are 3 
bounded by Marble/Slate/Lomas Boulevard on the north, the AT&SF railroad 4 
tracks/Broadway Boulevard on the east, Coal Avenue on the south, and 5 
Tenth/Ninth/Seventh streets on the west, containing approximately 321 acres, 6 
as shown on the map at page 29 of the Downtown 2010 Sector Development 7 
Plan. 8 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL, THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE CITY OF 9 
ALBUQUERQUE: 10 

SECTION 1.  The City Council finds and determines that the area bounded 11 
by Marble/Slate/Lomas Boulevard on the north, the AT&SF railroad 12 
tracks/Broadway Boulevard on the east, Coal Avenue on the south, and 13 
Tenth/Ninth/Seventh Streets on the west, containing approximately 321 acres, 14 
as shown on the map attached to this resolution as Exhibit A, is a slum and 15 
blighted area, that redevelopment of the area is necessary in the interest of the 16 
public health, safety, and welfare of the residents of the municipality and 17 
designates the area as appropriate for  metropolitan redevelopment projects. 18 

SECTION 2. The Downtown Core, which is described in Section 1, is hereby 19 
designated as the Downtown Metropolitan Redevelopment Area.   20 

SECTION 3. The Downtown MRA designation supercedes the designation 21 
of the Alvarado MRA, which is entirely located within the boundaries of the 22 
Downtown MRA, and the boundaries of the McClellan Park MRA and the 23 
Railroad MRA are hereby amended to exclude the portions of those 24 
metropolitan redevelopment areas that are located within the Downtown MRA. 25 

SECTION 4.  The entire Downtown MRA is specifically included for 26 
purposes of tax increment financing. 27 

SECTION 5.  The Metropolitan Redevelopment Agency is hereby authorized 28 
and directed to prepare or cause to be prepared a Metropolitan 29 
Redevelopment Plan for the Downtown Metropolitan Redevelopment Area 30 
which, without limitation, shall seek to eliminate the problems created by the 31 
slum and blight conditions in the area, shall conform to any general plan for 32 
the City as a whole, and shall be sufficient to indicate the proposed activities 33 
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to be carried out or encouraged in the area and the Plan’s relationship to 1 
defined local objectives respecting land use, improved traffic patterns and 2 
controls, public transportation, public utilities, recreational and community 3 
facilities, housing facilities, commercial activities or enterprises, and other 4 
public improvements.    5 

SECTION 6.  SEVERABILITY CLAUSE.  If any section, paragraph, sentence, 6 
clause, word or phrase of this resolution is for any reason held to be invalid or 7 
unenforceable by any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not 8 
affect the validity of the remaining provisions of this resolution.  The Council 9 
hereby declares that it would have passed this resolution and each section, 10 
paragraph, sentence, clause, word or phrase thereof irrespective of any 11 
provisions being declared unconstitutional or otherwise invalid. 12 

 13 
 14 
 15 
 16 
 17 
 18 
 19 
 20 
 21 
 22 
 23 
 24 
 25 
 26 
 27 
 28 
 29 
 30 
 31 
 32 
legislation\amendments\fsr-03-294. 33 
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CITY of ALBUQUERQUE 
SIXTEENTH COUNCIL 

 

 

COUNCIL BILL NO.                                 ENACTMENT NO.   ________________________ 

 

SPONSORED BY: 

 

 

 

RESOLUTION  1 

ADOPTING THE DOWNTOWN 2010 SECTOR DEVELOPMENT PLAN AS THE 2 

METROPOLITAN REDEVELOPMENT PLAN (“Plan”) FOR THE DOWNTOWN 3 

METROPOLITAN REDEVELOPMENT AREA, (“Downtown MRA”). 4 

 WHEREAS, the New Mexico Legislature has passed the Metropolitan 5 

Redevelopment Code (herein “Code”), Sections 3-60A-1 to 3-60A-48 NMSA 6 

1978, which authorizes the City of Albuquerque, New Mexico (“City”) to 7 

prepare metropolitan redevelopment plans and to undertake and carry out 8 

metropolitan redevelopment projects; and 9 

 WHEREAS, the City Council, the governing body of the City (“City 10 

Council”), after notice and a public hearing as required by Code, has duly 11 

passed and adopted Council Resolution No. F/S R-03-294 , finding, among 12 

other things, that one or more slum areas or blighted areas exist in the City 13 

and that the rehabilitation, conservation, development and redevelopment of 14 

the area designated as the Downtown MRA is necessary in the interest of the 15 

public health, safety, morals and welfare of the residents of the City; and 16 

 WHEREAS, the Albuquerque Development Commission 17 

(“Commission”), which acts as the Metropolitan Redevelopment Commission 18 

under provisions of Section 14-8-4 R.O.A. 1994 at their meeting on June 17, 19 

2003, after notice, conducted a public hearing on the Plan and after the public 20 

hearing, recommended adoption of the Downtown 2010 Sector Development 21 

Plan as the Downtown MRA Plan; and 22 

 WHEREAS, the City Council, after notice, has conducted a public 23 

hearing pursuant to Section 3-60A-8(B) of the Code, after proper notice as 24 

required by such subsection to the Plan; and 25 
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 2 

 WHEREAS, the Plan will promote the local health, general welfare, 1 

safety, convenience and prosperity of the inhabitants of the City. 2 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL, THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE CITY OF 3 

ALBUQUERQUE: 4 

 Section 1.  The City Council, after having conducted a public hearing 5 

pursuant to the Code, adopts the Downtown 2010 Sector Development Plan as 6 

the Metropolitan Redevelopment Plan for the Downtown MRA. 7 

Section 2.  The City Council, after having conducted a public hearing 8 

pursuant to the Code, finds that: 9 

A. The Plan proposes activities for the redevelopment of the 10 

Downtown MRA that will aid in the elimination and prevention of slum and 11 

blight or conditions, which lead to the development of slum and blight; 12 

B. The Plan does not require the relocation of any families and 13 

individuals from their dwellings and a method for providing relocation 14 

assistance is not needed; 15 

C. The Plan conforms to and complements the 16 

Albuquerque/Bernalillo County Comprehensive Plan; and  17 

D. The Plan affords maximum opportunity consistent with the needs 18 

of the community for the rehabilitation or redevelopment of the Downtown 19 

MRA by private enterprise or persons, and the objectives of the Plan justify 20 

the proposed activities as public purposes and needs. 21 

 Section 3.  The Plan is hereby approved in all respects. 22 

 Section 4.  If any section, paragraph, clause, or provision of this 23 

Resolution shall for any reason be held to be invalid or unenforceable, the 24 

invalidity or unenforceability of such section, paragraph, clause or provision 25 

shall not affect any of the remaining provisions of this Resolution. 26 

 Section 5.  All orders and resolutions, or parts thereof, in conflict with 27 

this Resolution are hereby repealed; this repealer shall not be construed to 28 

revive any order, resolution, or part thereof, heretofore repealed. 29 

 30 

 31 

 32 

 33 
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METROPOLITAN REDEVELOPMENT PLAN

APPENDIX C



7/24/2018 COA Planning 

McClellan Park Metropolitan Redevelopment Plan  
(formerly McClellan Park Sector Development Plan) 

Originally adopted as a dual Sector Development Plan and Metropolitan Redevelopment Plan in 1984 
McClellan Park Sector Development Plan was repealed November 17, 2017  

Council Bill No. R-213, Enactment No. R-2017-102 
 

Originally adopted as a Metropolitan Redevelopment Area Plan by the City Council on February 8, 1994  
City Enactment No. R-9-1984 

 
 
Amendments:   

This Plan incorporates the City of Albuquerque amendments in the following referenced Resolutions, which are inserted at the end of the Plan and are on file with 
the City Clerk’s Office.  Resolutions adopted from December 1999 to the present date are also available (search for No.) on City Council’s Legistar webpage at 
https://cabq.legistar.com/Legislation.aspx. 

Date 
Council Bill 

No. 

City Enactment 

No. 
Plan References (see Note 1) Description 

Adoption of the Metropolitan Redevelopment Area and Plan 

2/8/1984  R-9-1984 Adoption Yes Adoption of the McClellan Park Plan as the Metropolitan 
Redevelopment Area Plan 

12/28/1989  R-225-1989 MRA Project No Addition of Project II, National Bank of Albuquerque 
Building Project 

11/13/2017 R-17-213 R-2017-102 Title No 

Amends the title and type of plan to repeal the Sector 
Development Plan while retaining the Metropolitan 
Redevelopment Plan as a Rank 3 Plan to be consistent 
with the IDO’s Ranked Plan system under the IDO.  
 
All zoning and development standards contained in this 
plan have been repealed.  

Adoption & amendments to the Sector Development Plan content – zoning, uses, and development process 
2/8/1984  R-10-1984 Adoption Yes Adoption  

5/1/1995 R-230 R-69-1995 Boundaries No Amends the boundaries of the McClellan Park Sector 
Development Plan and adopts zoning.  

https://cabq.legistar.com/Legislation.aspx


7/24/2018 COA Planning 

5/22/2000 R-00-21 R-50-2000 Boundaries No 
Amends the boundaries of the McClellan Park Sector 
Development Plan in association with adoption of the 
Downtown 2010 Sector Plan.  

6/17/2002 R-01-284 R-57-2002 Zoning Uses No Adds a prohibition on new off-street commercial surface 
parking lots. 

11/13/2017 R-17-213 R-2017-102 Title No 

Amends the title and type of plan to repeal the Sector 
Development Plan while retaining the Metropolitan 
Redevelopment Plan as a Rank 3 Plan to be consistent 
with the IDO’s Ranked Plan system under the IDO.  
 
All zoning and development standards contained in this 
plan have been repealed. 

 

Notes:   
1. The amendments in the Resolutions may or may not be reflected in the Plan text:  “Yes” in this column indicates they are; “No” indicates they are not.   
2. The original adopting Resolution(s) and the Resolutions listed in the table above are inserted at the end of this Plan in chronological order.   
3. This Plan may include maps showing property zoning and/or platting, which may be dated as of the Plan’s adoption.  Refer to the Albuquerque Geographic 

Information System (AGIS) for up-to-date zoning and platting information at http://www.cabq.gov/gis. 

http://www.cabq.gov/gis
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PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE #1
The public response to the Open House #1 suggested the community is aware of current 
challenges, yet positive about Downtown’s future outlook across two primary themes:

SAFETY
Overwhelming responses throughout the activity stations showed the community’s want for a 
vibrant and safe Downtown. 

 · Improved and additional lighting 

 · Clear visibility

 · Defined routes of travel and marked crossings 

 · Address vacancies by limiting ambiguous space

 · Improved appearance and removal of structural hazards 

 · Cooperative communications and investment in security measures

 · Events and programming to bring in critical mass leading to “eyes-on-the-street” effect

DIVERSITY
Community responses show they seek diversity of offerings; this theme was reflected with 
considerable interest across several conditions. 

 · Range of Businesses: shops, restaurants, galleries, theater, bars, services, and office 
spaces

 · Daytime and night-time activities and offerings

 · Variety of housing typologies that build on the current state of residential

 · Multiple modes of transportation 

 · Multi-generational activities, offerings, and programming 

 · Equity within the public environment 

- Accessibility for individuals with disabilities (ADA access)

- Access to public restrooms

- Access to nature 

 · Seek to attract local, regional, and out-of-state visitors

DOWNTOWN ALBUQUERQUE 
REDEVELOPMENT PLAN 
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WHERE DO YOU LIVE + WORK?
Please place a red pin on the map to indicate where you live.
Please place a blue pin on the map to indicate where you work.

Study Area

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT
Participants were asked to indicate on the map where the live and work.

 · Less-than-half of the participants placed pins in the map. 

 · The majority indicated they work within the Redevelopment Area boundary.

 · Pins indicating where participants work appear to be evenly distributed between the government 
and business core (north) and smaller-scale retail and local businesses (south).

 · Additional insights will be received from MRA’s survey that further analyzes where people live 
and work. 

 · Residents outside Downtown may participate in the survey and would provide additional 
valuable perspective.

 · Post-Open House: additional measures to attract a wider audience of input and offer unique 
insights for open house activities might include: 

 · Students of Siembre / Biehl High schools participate in the activities

 · Neighborhood residents and associations

 · Project Stakeholders
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DOWNTOWN ALBUQUERQUE 
TODAY 
Participants were asked to use one word to describe the redevelopment area 
TODAY...

 · Downtown is currently a cool, historic, and underutilized downtown 
with loads of potential and considerable community support.

 · When describing the study area today, just under half of the responses 
highlighted challenges, while the remaining responses were either 
hopeful or positive descriptors.

 · Several responses highlighted the lack of variety in Downtown’s 
restaurant choices, particularly after 7 PM and in general.

 · Not all participants “sugar-coated” their responses

 · Some responses celebrated the “Albuquirky” nature of Downtown 
today
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DOWNTOWN ALBUQUERQUE 
IN 10 YEARS
Participants were asked to use one word to describe the redevelopment area 
IN TEN YEARS...

 · Nearly all responses depicted an vibrant, safe, bustling, and 
thriving downtown for Albuquerque.

 · When describing the study area in ten years, just under half of the 
responses highlighted a clean and refreshed appearance.

 · Several responses focused on equitable opportunities.

 · All words chosen demonstrate the level of optimism and hope 
directed at reviving the heart of this city.

 · Responses reflect a desire to improve the conditions without 
dramatically changing the character of Downtown.
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VISION STATEMENT
Participants were asked to indicate their level of agreement with the draft 
redevelopment vision statement established with the Advisory Committee. 
Sticky notes were provided so participants could add additional detail that 
supported their dot placement. 

 · The overwhelming majority leans toward agreement with the Vision 
Statement.

 · 10% of participants expressed disagreement or fell below a neutral 
position

 · Among the sticky note modifications, nearly half referenced the need 
for an increased variety of spaces and programs offered, spanning 
different types of retail, family-friendly spaces, and public areas. This 
aligns with the vision statement, which highlights the aspiration for a 
diverse mix of residents, visitors, and businesses.

 · Multiple sticky notes addressed mobility concerns, primarily 
emphasizing pedestrian and cycling safety to allow/promote these 
mobility options. This also resonates with the vision statement, which 
emphasizes safe, walkable destinations.

 · Additional notes mention need to address equity concerns and retain 
long-term families. 

 · Post-Open House: It may be worth considering adjustments to the first 
line of the statement to both attract and retain existing residents and 
families.

Downtown Albuquerque is a culturally rich community, 
which will attract diverse residents, visitors, and businesses because it offers 

safe, walkable destinations and fun experiences that offer 
an authentic sense of belonging. 

Disagree Neutral Agree

Downtown Albuquerque is acommunity, which will attractbecause it offers 
which people love because 

Have you ever done a MAD LIB? 
This exercise is a planning version known as a MAP LIB!

Fill in the blanks below.

REDEVELOPMENT VISION 
STATEMENT
Please place your dot to indicate whether you agree - disagree.
Add your suggestions or modifications on sticky-notes provided.
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DOWNTOWN VALUES
Participants were asked to identify their top three values for Downtown.

 · Overall, the top three values all interconnect with the concept of 
safety, community safety, safe routes for walking and biking, and 
downtown living which suggests prioritizing existing, and adding new 
residents to increase the round-the-clock people in Downtown.  

 · Community safety, encompassing both personal security and the 
well-being of the community at large, stands as a the primary value.

 · Safe routes highlights the importance that individuals can walk or 
bike between destinations without risk. This value was explored 
further in the “Walking Around” station and aligns with the feedback 
received there. 

 · Downtown living is closely intertwined with safety, as the perceived 
safety of an area significantly impacts its livability and attractiveness 
as a residential destination. 

 · The value of community safety garnered more Primary Votes than 
downtown living and safe routes combined.

 · Next-in-Line top vote getters were local character, vibrant public 
offerings, and community resources.

DOT · MOCRACY : 
VOTE FOR THE CARDS YOU VALUE MOST
Please vote for your top three (3) values for downtown.

Community safety
I value living in a community that prioritizes 
public safety.

10

Urban Ecology
I value the introduction of trees and other 
restorative spaces in Downtown.

05

Public art
I value integrating public art to enrich 
downtown’s distinctive character.

09

Transit access
I value public transit connecting key 
destinations in my community.

04

Local character
I value opportunities for community 
integration and recognition of local heritage.

07 Civic pride
I value Downtown as a place to be proud of.13

Community resources
I value community resources that expand 
recreation, culture, and education for 
all ages.

08

Safe routes
I value a safe and comfortable journey 
walking and biking between destinations.

03

Sustainability
I value reducing building and vehicle 
emissions in the area.

06 Sense of community
I value meaningful community encounters.12

Vibrant public offerings
I value vibrant, convenient, and safe 
community gathering spaces.

02

Business Diversity
I value a diverse business landscape in 
Downtown.

11

Sustainability
I value reducing building and vehicle 
emissions in the area.

06

7 Total 
Votes

15 Total 
Votes

28 Total 
Votes

23 Total 
Votes

18 Total 
Votes

18 Total 
Votes

19 Total 
Votes

44 Total 
Votes

11 Total 
Votes

21 Total 
Votes

Local character
I value opportunities for community 
integration and recognition of local heritage.

07

25 Total 
Votes

10 Total 
Votes

01 Downtown living
I value our community having a variety of 
residential options in the core of downtown.

37 Total 
Votes



8OPEN HOUSE SUMMARY | 03.22.24

Please place a teal sticker on the map to indicate problem spots for pedestrians.

WALKING AROUND:
IDENTIFY THE PROBLEM LOCATIONS

Study Area

Problem Spot #3: Alvarado Transit Center

Problem Spot #2: Railroad Tunnel

Problem Spot #1: Central Avenue

Additional Comments Provided:
Participants were asked to identify specific spots or routes, and describe the 
challenges as a pedestrian in Downtown Albuquerque. The responses fell under a 
larger umbrella of safety concerns for pedestrians Downtown.

Infrastructure and Accessibility:

 · Challenges with pedestrian crossings, especially at wide intersections or 
where streets suddenly narrow, were noted. 

 · Several noted an immediate need for improved accessibility for 
individuals with disabilities (ADA access).

 · There were calls for greater community ownership and investment in 
amenities like public restrooms, street cleaning, and trash cans.

 · Parking areas disconnected from desired destinations causes 
navigational challenges.

Suggestions for traffic calming measures to reduce speeding, better signal 
timing, and clearer street markings to improve pedestrian safety.

Look and Feel:

 · Participants expressed concerns about the abundance of vacant spaces 
and boarded-up storefronts in Downtown areas. 

 · Looking for a greater variety of Downtown establishments to add 
more positive energy and activity. The current concentration is viewed as 
detracting from Downtown’s vibrancy and a deterrent to walking around 
the area.

Suggestions included creating vibrant streetscapes, active alleys, pedestrian-
only areas, and revitalizing vacant parking lots to foster a more active urban 
environment.

Personal Security:

 · Raised concern for perceived decline in Downtown’s appeal and the 
need for proactive measures to address issues like homelessness, 
panhandling, and drug use.

 · Raised concern for safety while walking or biking due to fast-moving 
traffic, exhibition driving creating hazards at night, and dark or under-lit 
areas. 

 · Participants indicated they need better lighting in various areas in addition 
to streets like underpasses, and alleys.
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THE PEDESTRIAN EXPERIENCE
Participants were asked to consider what streetscape elements may 
be missing but are needed to improve the pedestrian experience in 
Downtown Albuquerque. As a result, the responses conveyed the following 
information:

 · More and better lighting, and additional street trees and structures 
that would cool and shade the sidewalks are the expressed 
preferences.

 · In various forms, these provisions would make the sidewalks more 
comfortable, enabling one to linger and experience more of 
Downtown. 

 · Clear preference for layers of lighting infrastructure. Enhanced 
visibility and artfully-lit environments enhance the overall sense-of-
safety for pedestrians and residents navigating downtown after dark.

 · Clear preference for street trees, reiterating the need for cool, 
shaded spaces to promote livability outside during the heat of 
summer. Awnings or shade structures can offer similar benefits. 

 · Clear preference for covered, outdoor dining options, with some 
noting a direct link between vibrant street activity and enhanced 
perceptions of safety.

WALKING AROUND:
VOTE FOR NEEDED ENHANCEMENTS & IMPROVEMENTS
Please place a star on the top three [3] missing - but needed - elements to improve your pedestrian experience downtown.

27 Votes

12 Votes

2 Votes

11 Votes

7 Votes

5 Votes

11 Votes

8 Votes

11 Votes

42 Votes

26 Votes

10 Votes

18 Votes

8 Votes

9 Votes

10 Votes

3 Votes

18 Votes
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12 Votes

7 Votes

6 Votes

13 Votes

5 Votes

5 Votes

11 Votes

4 Votes

4 Votes

10 Votes

2 Votes

9 Votes

2 Votes

4 Votes

20 Votes

3 Votes

5 Votes

11 Votes

4 Votes

7 Votes

14 Votes

44 Votes

5 Votes

5 Votes

10 Votes

8 Votes

6 Votes

32 Votes

Please place a star on the top six [6 total] ways to elevate the downtown experience.

AMENITIES & IMPROVEMENTS:  
WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE DOWNTOWN?

ELEVATING THE DOWNTOWN 
EXPERIENCE
Participants were asked to select the top 6 images of possible amenities 
and improvements that would improve their experience in Downtown 
Albuquerque. The following represent images that received the most votes:

16 Votes16 Votes

36 Votes

20 Votes

63 Votes*

32 Votes

* Number represents the combined total of the two public restroom  images 
offered - though the individual restroom pod was the top overall vote getter 
with 44 votes.
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ELEVATING THE DOWNTOWN 
EXPERIENCE (CONT.)
Participants were asked to consider what amenities and improvements 
would improve their experience in Downtown Albuquerque. As a result, the 
responses conveyed the following information:

 · Regional or community-scaled outdoor gathering places and 
public restrooms were the top vote-getters to improve Downtown.

 · Anecdotally, the provision of public restrooms were requested 
across demographics, suggesting the challenge and inconvenience 
is experienced by various groups within Downtown, including 
seniors, families, and advocates for the unhoused.

 · Community gathering spaces in various forms garnered significant 
attention, both for recreational purposes and for artistic, theatrical, 
and cultural activities. While a full-size sports stadium may not be 
feasible on the current site, elements of it could be incorporated to 
fulfill this function.

 · Participants desire inviting and active streetscapes with destination 
options reflecting Albuquerque’s unique culture and personality.

 · While some bike lanes do exist within and around the site,  there is 
a desire for their expansion and protection from automobile traffic. 
Participants expressed this at other stations as well.

 · Despite multiple concerns voiced in previous stations and discussions, 
family-friendly amenities were not highly-ranked across the 
available choices.

AMENITIES & IMPROVEMENTS:  
WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE DOWNTOWN?
Please place a star on the top six [6 total] ways to elevate the downtown experience.

6 Votes

5 Votes

7 Votes

4 Votes

10 Votes

6 Votes

3 Votes

3 Votes

8 Votes

2 Votes

16 Votes

8 Votes

16 Votes

14 Votes

2 Votes

15 Votes

4 Votes

6 Votes

3 Votes

7 Votes

7 Votes

7 Votes

1 Votes

19 Votes

4 Votes

14 Votes

6 Votes

36 Votes

14 Votes

14 Votes

15 Votes

Honorable Mentions
The following images also 
received a high amount of votes 
but just fell short of the Top 6 
Images.

14 Votes
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Please indicate on the maps where you drive, bike, walk, and take transit stops.

MAPPING YOUR MOVEMENT 
Participants were asked to draw out their common routes Downtown in multiple forms of 
mobility, including driving, walking, cycling, and any transit stops they take. As a result, the 
responses conveyed the following information:

 · Central Avenue holds the highest volume of all modes of movement, with driving and 
walking the two most common.

 · 2nd Street also carries significant numbers across walking, cycling, and driving.

 · Participants indicated significant use of Alvarado Transit Center.  

 · Lomas Boulevard is busy for car trips, but overall there is less walking and biking 
activity is happening north of Tijeras. 

 · Respondents show there there is consistent walking and cycling traffic through the 
tunnel on Central Avenue, despite concerns. 

 · The green walking map demonstrates the walkability level across Downtown. 
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BRINGING VISITORS 
DOWNTOWN
WHAT ARE YOU MOST EXCITED TO SHOW THEM? 
Participants were asked to consider when bringing visitors downtown, what 
they would be most excited to show them? As a result, the responses 
conveyed the following information:

 · Responses enthusiastically named the local markets for their festive 
offerings and atmosphere (farmers/Grower’s Market and Rail Yards)

 · Over half the comments included more than one thing they would 
be excited to show their guests.

 · Nearly half mentioned specific shops, food, coffee, or craft beer, 
many located along Central Avenue and 2nd Street. 

 · Specifically, Warehouse 505, 505 Food Hall, were stand-out 
mentions along with Zendo Coffee, and Sidetrack.

 · A large number of responses called out the public art, murals, 
arts walk, and arts experiences downtown including the local 
architecture and cultural iconography - like the KiMo Theater, low 
rider scene, and Flamenco.

 · Despite previously mixed feedback, a couple responses indicated 
Civic Plaza as their choice.

 · And outside the development area, the Bosque Trail was mentioned 
multiple times - which serves as an example of natural open space 
that is missing from the existing MRA redevelopment area.
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BRINGING VISITORS 
DOWNTOWN
WHAT WOULD YOU AVOID? 
Participants were asked to consider when bringing visitors downtown, what 
they would avoid showing them? As a result, the responses conveyed the 
following information:

 · Avoiding the darkness of Downtown at night was the main response, 
with walking-after-dark and the lack-of-lighting as the primary 
concerns.

 · Some said they would avoid Central Avenue altogether at night, and 
others noted Central Avenue was the only safe spot, as it is the only 
well-lit and busy/occupied place at night.

 · Several responses offered to avoid the alleys.

 · Several responses suggested avoiding the tunnels and underpasses, 
with a few calling out the Central Avenue tunnel specifically.

 · The courthouse district was mentioned to avoid along with their 
large, empty parking lots, which at night can be eerily dark and 
scary.

 · A few responses suggested avoiding the Alvarado Transit Center 
and the unhoused population.

 · A few participants ultimately said they wouldn’t hold anything back 
and that the gritty side of Downtown is part of the whole appeal.
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PHOTO BOOTH 
WHAT’S YOUR BIG IDEA FOR DOWNTOWN?

WHAT’S YOUR BIG IDEA FOR 
DOWNTOWN?
Participants were asked to write on a white board what their big idea for 
Downtown Albuquerque is.

 · The station was beneficial in that it inspired people to embrace 
ambitious concepts: a sports stadium, a gondola across town, and a 
completely car-free environment.

 · The topic of vacancy was notably prominent at this station compared 
to others. The Gizmo serves as a prime example of an opportunity 
for redevelopment to enhance Central Avenue and Downtown as a 
whole.

 · Consistent themes across stations included safety as a top 
priority and the importance of cleanliness in Downtown areas, as 
emphasized by multiple participants.

 · Additionally, there was a cluster of ideas aimed at attracting visitors 
to Downtown, such as further developing existing offerings like the 
Rail Yards Market and introducing new possibilities like rail tourism, a 
flagship hotel, and bike rentals along the upcoming Rail Trail.
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ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
COMPARISON - TODAY
The Advisory Committee was asked to provide feedback through the same 
Word Cloud exercise used in the Open House. This provided the following 
comparison points:

As depicted in both the Advisory Committee and the Open House word cloud, 
similarities emerge in their references to the redevelopment area’s potential 
and opportunities for greater utilization.

The Open House feedback delved more into the history and culture of the 
site compared to the Advisory Committee, although it’s challenging to make a 
direct comparison given the differing number of responses.

01.09.24 - Advisory Committee’s word cloud result: TODAY
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ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
COMPARISON - IN 10 YEARS

01.09.24 - Advisory Committee’s word cloud result: IN TEN YEARS

The Advisory Committee was asked to provide feedback through the same 
Word Cloud exercise used in the Open House. This provided the following 
comparison points:

Both the Advisory Committee and Open House feedback described a vibrant 
and bustling downtown, characterized by increased population, enhanced 
street activity, and commercial prosperity.

There were more notes for ‘walkable’ in this exercise compared to with the 
Advisory Committee alone, underscoring that while the urban layout facilitates 
walking, challenges such as inadequate lighting and insufficient street activity 
may hinder its full potential.
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ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
COMPARISON

The Advisory Committee was asked to provide feedback through the same 
Dot-Mocracy exercise used in the Open House. This provided the following 
comparison points:

Contrasts emerged within the Advisory Committee’s preferences, favoring 
Community Resources over Safe Routes. However, the popularity of Vibrant 
Public Offerings remained consistent across both groups. 

• Community Safety is in the top two of both groups.

• Downtown Living and Vibrant Public Offerings in top 5 remaining 
consistent across both groups.

• Strong indications of both groups balancing their appreciation of their 
local character and the need to improve Downtown.

• Open House participants prioritized Safety and then Local Character, 
which may express their frustration with the reduced activity Downtown, 
made worse in the time since the pandemic.

• The Advisory Committee prioritized Community Resources and Business 
Diversity, which might indicate an understanding of their roles as leaders 
and caretakers of the area.

• We could interpret both community groups’ values as first celebrating 
what Downtown HAS and what is GOOD  - before adding and 
changing. This group takes tremendous pride in the heart of their home.

AdComm’s Primary Downtown Values vs the Open House’s Primary Downtown Values

OPEN HOUSE VOTING
Business Diversity
I value a diverse business landscape in 
Downtown.

11

#5

Community resources
I value community resources that expand 
recreation, culture, and education for 
all ages.

08

#1

Community safety
I value living in a community that prioritizes 
public safety.

10

#2

Vibrant public offerings
I value vibrant, convenient, and safe 
community gathering spaces.

02

#3

01 Downtown living
I value our community having a variety of 
residential options in the core of downtown.

#4

ADVISORY COMMITTEE VOTING
Community safety
I value living in a community that prioritizes 
public safety.

10

#1

01 Downtown living
I value our community having a variety of 
residential options in the core of downtown.

#2

Safe routes
I value a safe and comfortable journey 
walking and biking between destinations.

03

#3

Local character
I value opportunities for community 
integration and recognition of local heritage.

07

#4

Vibrant public offerings
I value vibrant, convenient, and safe 
community gathering spaces.

02

#5
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DOWNTOWN ALBUQUERQUE 
REDEVELOPMENT PLAN 

PUBLIC PROJECT PRIORITIES
OPEN HOUSE #2
On May 21st, 2024 the Downtown Albuquerque Redevelopment Plan project held the second and 
fi nal project Public Open House in the lobby of the historic KiMo Theater on 5th and Central.  The 
format was another Open House, allowing community engagement among community stakeholders, 
as well and interactions with MRA and City staff, the Arcadis team, and the project Advisory 
Committee members. 

The last Open House offered10 facilitated activity stations focused on setting project priorities.  
Participants in small groups were asked to weigh in on the presented options.  The KiMo lobby 
was fi lled with a diverse group of community members who provided their input across various 
opportunities for Downtown Albuquerque.

Engagement centered around gathering feedback that would inform the vision for the Downtown 
Redevelopment Plan. Together with the Vision for the plan, the Priorities Open House outcome will 
inform the Draft Master Plan. The Draft Downtown Albuquerque Redevelopment Master Plan will 
propose strategies for Downtown’s growth over the next 25 years. 

77

72

10

2+

Attendee Sign-ins

Active Participants*

Facilitated Activity Stations, including a Parklet and Safety Stop 
Outside on Central Avenue 

Hours of Engagement

* Activity stations received responses from 67-76 active participants. Not every attendant completed each 
station.

E51444
Cross-Out

E51444
Cross-Out

E51444
Cross-Out

E51444
Cross-Out
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BEDROCK ATTRIBUTES

ATTRACT + ENCOURAGE

BEDROCK ATTRIBUTES

ATTRACT + ENCOURAGE

DOWNTOWN ALBUQUERQUE 
REDEVELOPMENT PLAN 

Our analysis from this Open House showed participants are 
optimistic about Downtown’s future, and are uniquely positioned 
to offer perspective on how that happens. 

Participant perceptions varied, but two unifying strategies appeared 
within the community responses: 

Throughout the activity stations, the participants showed overwhelming support for structural investments over 
cosmetic improvements:

· Increase available housing options Downtown

· Provide stabilizing training to increase viability of Downtown businesses

· Infuse public space with activity and light

· Make space for shade trees

· Integrate and support multi-modal mobility to keep us connected

· Support co-operative management Downtown - such as a Business Improvement District (BID)

· Encourage activity and purpose on vacant lots

Community responses demonstrate their investment toward a more inviting vibe - to encourage an 
upswing in the daytime and nighttime populations Downtown: 

· Facilitate an increase in the amount of housing Downtown; small and large scale

· Further activate public venues with wide variety of cultural events

· Advertise events widely Downtown and city-wide

· Invest in brand identity and place marketing to promote Downtown 

· Safeguard the success/value of multiple modes of transportation 

· Encourage multi-generational activities, offerings, and programming 

· Activate ground fl oor spaces to reduce perceptions of inactivity

· Public space should offer comfort and enjoyment to all who visit

· Seek to attract local, regional, and out-of-state visitors

E51444
Cross-Out
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COMMUNITY 
INVOLVEMENT
Participants were asked to indicate on the map 
where they live and work. 

· 85% of participants marked the map

· Most indicated they work Downtown within 
the study area.

· They represent an even distribution of 
employees in the government core as well 
as the retail core. 

· Most participants live Downtown in eastern 
and north eastern neighborhoods in and out 
of the study area. 

· A handful of participants live within the 
core of the Downtown Study Area.
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INFORMATIONAL 
BOARD: 

FESTIVAL STREET
Considering the future of Central Avenue through 
the Downtown core is a critical mission of any 
Downtown Plan. Central is often closed for events. 
The closing of the road and the hub of activity 
does ask the question - Should Central Avenue be 
considered a “Festival Street?”

This board was created to provide basic 
background on festival streets for consideration. 

Central Avenue Re-Fresh 

Central Avenue is the main activity hub 
Downtown. The corridor boasts the most activity, 
most commerce, most visitors; it is the most 
recognizable part of Downtown. 

Central is the most walked, biked and driven 
route within the study area. While all responses 
to the following activities are taken as they are, it is 
equally important to emphasize the critical role the 
corridor plays across multiple enterprises.  

Given the concentration of use and the 
neighborhood involvement in the Open House, 
we must point out that specifi c needs of the 
corridor may be underrepresented. Our team has 
offered the public response, and where warranted, 
we have added notes to refl ect (and expand on) 
Downtown Redevelopment best practices. 

A FESTIVAL STREET is a portion of 
public right-of-way that has been 
designated for recurring temporary 
closure to vehicle traffi c use for the 
purpose of pedestrian-oriented 
special activities. 

Activities may include:

i

MUSIC/
PERFORMANCE

GAMES COMMUNITY 
EVENTS CELEBRATIONS

MARKETS ART SHOWS

WHAT IS A FESTIVAL STREET?
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A

B

C
D

E

F

G

H

CENTRAL AVENUE:
PRIORITIZE FUNCTIONAL ELEMENTS OF THE STREET 

OPERATIONAL PRIORITIES
Participants were asked to order the functional elements of 
Central Avenue in order of importance. The participants placed 
labeled blocks in their preferred order on trays and a photo was 
taken of each submission.  

Of the 52 participants that completed the activity: 

· The majority indicated Activated Storefronts were most 
important, ranked 1st by 32 participants.

· The majority indicated Directional Signage, Delivery 
Zones and On-Street Parking were least important, 
together ranked 8th by 36 participants.

· Despite numerous on-going conversations around parking 
availability, only six (6) participants ranked On-Street 
Parking in the top half of their list. 

Best practice knowledge, for additional consideration: 

· Delivery Zones and On-Street Parking are critical 
operational elements for successful retail shops and 
restaurant access and inventory management. 

· It’s expected that tourists and visitors new to 
Albuquerque would rank Directional Signage 
(wayfi nding) higher. 

A

B

C

D

E

1.  ACTIVATED STOREFRONTS

2.  OCCUPIABLE SIDEWALKS

3.  LIGHTING

4.  SHADE ELEMENTS

5.  TRASH/RECYCLING

6.  DIRECTIONAL SIGNAGE

7.  DELIVERY ZONES

8.  ON-STREET PARKING

F

G

H

E51444
Sticky Note
Unbold second bullet.
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CENTRAL AVENUE:
PRIORITIZE ADDITIONAL STREETSCAPE ELEMENTS

PLANTERS

14 Votes

OUTDOOR DINING TREESDIVERSITY OF BUSINESS DIVERSITY OF HOUSING

55 Votes 53 Votes 48 Votes 37 Votes

BIKE STORAGEPUBLIC ART

17 Votes23 Votes

AWNING/SHADE 
STRUCTURESPERMANENT SEATING CLEAR STREET CLOSURE 

DEVICES
FLEXIBLE SEATING DISTRICT SIGNAGE

7 Votes10 Votes 10 Votes 9 Votes 8 Votes

ADDITIONAL 
STREETSCAPE PRIORITIES
Participants were asked to vote on additional streetscape 
elements they felt would contribute to a re-freshed 
experience along Central Avenue.

The Open House participants rated structural/
foundational elements as the highest priorities, while 
street “furniture” and smaller, additive elements ranked 
lower with the community responses.  

· Increasing and seeking additional Diversity of 
Businesses and Housing typologies are the top 
rated goals for refreshing Central Avenue. 

· Outdoor dining along Central Avenue is currently 
limited and solutions for re-freshing Central should 
increase this potential.

· Allocating space and care for consistent shade trees 
along Central Avenue is a goal. 

· Public Art, Bike Storage and Planters with 
additional level greening of Central were second-
tier priorities.

· Third-tier elements should be considered for 
inclusion when refreshing Central Avenue, but the 
community ranked these needs as lower priorities. 

TIER 1

TIER 2

TIER 3

E51444
Highlight
unbold

E51444
Highlight

E51444
Highlight
Unbold first part of second bullet and bold second highlight
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CROSSWALK VISIBLITY BUS SHELTER BUFFERED BIKE LANE DELIVERY SPACE TOURISM MAPPING

MIDBLOCK CROSSING INCREASED FREQUENCY SECURE BIKE PARKING RIDE SHARE ZONE PARKING INFORMATION

SIDEWALK EXTENSIONS TRANSIT SIGNAGE MAINTENANCE STATIONS FLEXIBLE PARKING SPACE BIKE/TRAIL DIRECTIONS

LIGHTING DOWNTOWN CIRCULATOR PROTECTION AT INTERSECTIONS ACCESSIBLE CURB RAMP DOWNTOWN AMBASSADORS

PEDESTRIAN
SAFETY 

TRANSIT 
IMPROVEMENTS

CYCLING 
INFRASTRUCTURE

CURB 
TREATMENTS

DIRECTIONAL 
ASSISTANCE

REQUESTED MOBILITY INTERVENTIONS
BY LOCATION MOBILITY 

INTERVENTIONS
Participants placed stickers on streets and intersections 
throughout the study area, but some of the largest 
concentrations—and key takeaways—are listed below

· Participants identifi ed upgrades and interventions 
needed along the length of Central Avenue. All 
feedback and requests have reinforced the 
important role of Central Avenue to Downtown. 

· The critical locations for multiple improvements 
along Central Avenue were between 3rd Street 
and 7th Street, and at the intersections of Central 
and 8th/Park Rotary, Broadway Boulevard, and 
the Rail Crossing.

· Requested interventions along Lomas Boulevard
identify the equal and opposite role that Lomas 
has played Downtown. Participant responses 
suggest that a focus on pedestrian safety, 
crossing and along Lomas should be central to 
any road or streetscape improvement plans. 

· 2nd Street is a main north-south through-way 
connector Downtown, linking Lomas Boulevard 
with Rail Yards Market to the south. The future 
mobility conditions along 2nd should work 
in concert with the Rail Trail to provide the 
appropriate routes.

· A directional assistance strategy would help 
make Downtown more welcoming to residents 
and visitors, this is especially true around Civic 
Plaza and Convention Center.

· Many responses indicated needed cycling 
improvements at the intersection of Broadway, 
MLK Jr. , and Marquette/Las Tijeras.

E51444
Cross-Out
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CYCLING 
INFRASTRUCTURE

PEDESTRIAN
SAFETY 

TRANSIT 
IMPROVEMENTS

CURB 
TREATMENTS

DIRECTIONAL 
ASSISTANCE

• CROSSWALK VISIBILITY
• MIDBLOCK CROSSINGS
• SIDEWALK EXTENSIONS
• ADDITIONAL LIGHTING

• BUS SHELTERS
• INCREASED FREQUENCY
• TRANSIT SIGNAGE
• DOWNTOWN CIRCULATOR

• BUFFERED BIKE LANE
• SECURE BIKE PARKING
• MAINTENANCE STATIONS
• INTERSECTION PROTECTIONS

• DELIVERY SPACE
• RIDE SHARE ZONE
• FLEXIBLE PARKING SPACE
• ACCESSIBLE CURB RAMP

• TOURISM MAPPING
• PARKING INFORMATION
• BIKE/TRAIL DIRECTIONS
• DOWNTOWN AMBASSADORS

Lomas Boulevard

Tijeras Avenue

Central Avenue

Copper Avenue

Broadway Boulevard

Coal Avenue

2nd Street

Rail Corridor

4th Street

REQUESTED MOBILITY INTERVENTIONS
BY LOCATION

Entire Corridor, particularly at  
Broadway and Rail Crossing

At Central, Lead, and Coal

MLK and Central, Silver and Lead

At Coal, Lead, Central, Marquette, 
Tijeras, and Lomas.

Consider Entire Corridor

At 5th
Around Civic Plaza 

At 5th

Entire Corridor, particularly at  
Broadway and Rail Crossing

Coal to Central  

Along Lead from 4th to 6th 

North of Lomas, along 1st

Along Central , particularly 
between 3rd and 7th
West Rotary

Entire Corridor, with focus:   
- at 8th, 4th 1st, Rail Crossing, 
and Broadway

At Marquette and adjacent to the 
Convention Center

At Copper, Tijeras And Lomas

Entire Corridor, with focus:    
- at Rail Crossing,

Along Tijeras
Around Civic Plaza

At Rail Crossing

At 10th, 7th, 1st, Rail Crossing, and 
Broadway 

At Slate, MLK, Central 

At Alvarez Transit Center

Consider Entire Corridor

At 6th, 4th, 2nd and Rail Crossing 

Between 5th and 6th at the Main 
Public Library

At Stover (south of study area)

Entire Corridor, with focus:  
- between Broadway and 2nd
- The west rotary, at 8th

At Central, Tijeras, MLK, and Lomas

Entire Corridor, with focus:   
- between 2nd and Rail Crossing, 
- 11th, near the Lowe’s Grocer 
(west of study area)

Between 2nd and 5th 
At Rail Crossing

Entire Corridor, with focus:   
- 10th, 8th, 7th, 2nd, and 
Broadway

Between Central and Coal
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Grocery
People generally shop near home or “on my 
route.”  Frequently cited Downtown grocery stores 
included Smith’s on 4th/Yale (“Ghetto Smiths;” 
Old Town goes there but it’s “the drive”).  Other 
grocers that are not located Downtown that came 
up repeatedly included Sprouts on Coors (“over 
the river”), Whole Foods on Carlisle, Trader Joe’s 
Uptown, and Valley Co-op. 

Clothing 

A supermajority of people interviewed say 
that they do at least some of their clothes 
shopping online.  Uptown was a frequently cited 
destination for clothes shopping (“unfortunately 
Uptown,” Coronado Center), and several thrift 
shops came up over and over including Savers on 
Carlisle, and especially Thrift Town).  Uptown was 
generally considered to be far, but Thrift Town 
which is close to Old Town was repeatedly cited 
as a clothing shopping destination. 

Food & Beverage/Entertainment
There were a greater variety of replies about 
food/beverage and entertainment destinations 
than for either grocery or clothing shopping.  
Sawmill Market was frequently cited (“for 
variety”), although some said it is hard to park.  
Nob Hill was also mentioned as were some 
specifi c destinations such as Los Poblanos (farm 
to table) and Artichoke. There was little interest in 
Uptown eateries.  Central Avenue Downtown 
was mentioned several times and specifi cally 
as a place to meet for drinks. 

About 50 people who live in at least 18 different neighborhoods gave feedback (Uptown, 
Victory Hills, Glenwood Hills, Eastside, West Old Town, Wells Park, The Heights, Old Town, West 
Side, Downtown, Near North, Rio Rancho, South Valley, East Mountains, Nob Hill, Ridgecrest, 
Alameda, East Loomas, Stadium Area). 

Two general patterns were quite evident: 

· Nearly everyone shops online to some extent, but generally not for groceries 

· People who are shopping in Downtown generally have some other nexus with 
Downtown such as their residence or place of work. 

Grocery
People generally shop near home or “on my 
route.”  Frequently cited Downtown grocery stores 
included Smith’s on 4th/Yale (“Ghetto Smiths;” 
Old Town goes there but it’s “the drive”).  Other 
grocers that are not located Downtown that came 
up repeatedly included Sprouts on Coors (“over 
the river”), Whole Foods on Carlisle, Trader Joe’s 
Uptown, and Valley Co-op. 

Grocery
People generally shop near home or “on my 
route.”  Frequently cited Downtown grocery 
stores included Smith’s on 4th/Yale (“Ghetto 
Smiths;” Old Town goes there but it’s “the drive”).  
Other grocers not located Downtown that came 
up repeatedly included Sprouts on Coors (“over 
the river”), Whole Foods on Carlisle, Trader Joe’s 
Uptown, and Valley Co-op. 

CONVERSATIONS ON RETAIL

JENNIFER JACKSON
Cross-Out
close parentheses not needed
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Best practice knowledge, for additional consideration: 

· Participants at both Open Houses almost universally 
had a nexus with Downtown (ie. work, resident, 
owning property, etc)

· We have established through our analysis that the 
Downtown catchment needs to increase to see real 
improvement in retail numbers. We need to broaden 
the Downtown patronage pool. 

· Understanding the attitudes and behaviors of greater 
City and regional residents who call Albuquerque 
“home” -- but don’t live and or work in Downtown -- will 
help to defi ne the future.

· We need more feedback from people who do not 
live or work Downtown about their views of patronizing 
Downtown businesses. 

· Additional survey questions (on the project website) 
are directed to a wider audience in the hopes of 
obtaining additional insights. 

It is important to call out some themes that were heard from Downtown residents in particular (the 
largest group from a single geography that we interviewed).  

These include: 

· Downtown is a destination for drinking establishments. 

· Grocery shopping generally followed the expected pattern of being done close to home 
(ie. Silver Street multiple times/week, Lowe’s, Co-op).  Smith’s on Yale came up a few times as 
did destination trips to Whole Foods or Walmart on Cutter. 

· Eating out also followed a similar expected pattern with Sawmill Market, the University 
District, Nob Hill all being mentioned specifi cally.  Several people said they do eat in 
Downtown including on Central, but only one person mentioned 505. 

· Many participants referenced Sawmill Market as a frequent destination.  One person 
made a point of saying they, “Eat out anywhere but Downtown.” 

· Most participants reported their clothes shopping is online. Clothes shopping was cited 
as “one of the hardest parts of living Downtown.” Downtown residents cited the same clothes 
shopping destinations as people living in other areas (eg. thrift shops, Buffalo Exchange, and 
online retail options). 

CONVERSATIONS ON RETAIL, CONTD.

JENNIFER JACKSON
Comment on Text
Do you mean 505 Central Food Hall here?
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SPARK ASSESSMENT :      
RAIL TRAIL ADJACENT
Participants were asked to review ideas developed by 
the Advisory Committee on three hypothetical spark 
sites within Downtown and indicate whether they agree 
or disagree with the recommendations. For this site:

· Most respondents agree with the ideas shown, 
blending toward a solidly neutral response for 
this spark site.

· Participants would like to see surface parking lots 
redeveloped into more active uses.

· Addition of a Performing Arts Center received 
mixed feedback. Many agreed with this idea, 
but some feedback indicated funds would be 
better spent supporting existing arts venues in the 
Downtown core.

· Many respondents added notes supporting 
increased business activity and more residents  
in this area.

· Respondents expressed that concentrated uses 
will activate vacant areas along the rail trail 
and increase safety. 

DOWNTOWN SPARK SITES 
PUBLIC ASSESSMENT 
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SPARK ASSESSMENT :    
CIVIC PLAZA AREA
Participants were asked to review ideas developed by 
the Advisory Committee on three hypothetical spark 
sites within Downtown and indicate whether they agree 
or disagree with the recommendations. For this site:

· A signifi cant majority agree with the 
recommendations presented for this spark 
site. A few responded as near neutral to the 
recommendations.

· Numerous responses in strong support of 
public restrooms.

· Participants suggested this area can and should 
accommodate new larger-scale or taller 
buildings; multi-family residential and performing 
arts center had the most mentions.

· Many still calling to fi nd ways to incorporate 
more shade trees and greenery to help cool
the space in summer.

· Calls for additional activation on many more 
days and a variety of cultural programming
events. Recognize this may be a management 
and operations adjustment.

· Participants will encourage a fully balanced 
‘ecosystem’ of supporting restaurants and 
retail to become more vibrant.

· Civic Plaza cannot rely solely on one-off events. 
There was discussion around reform needed in 
venue management to enable more diversity 
and frequency of events.

DOWNTOWN SPARK SITES 
PUBLIC ASSESSMENT 
DOWNTOWN SPARK SITES 
PUBLIC ASSESSMENT 



14OPEN HOUSE SUMMARY | 05.21.24

SPARK ASSESSMENT :    
WEST ROTARY
Participants were asked to review ideas developed by 
the Advisory Committee on three hypothetical spark 
sites within Downtown and indicate whether they agree 
or disagree with the recommendations. For this site:

· A signifi cant majority agree with the 
recommendations presented for this spark site, 
with some leaning toward neutrality.

· Participants expressed considerable comments to 
redevelop surface parking lots into housing.

· Multiple comments offered ways to expand the 
Robinson Park’s green space.

· Comments offered strongly against the 
permanent closure of 8th Street, were 
countered with a few comments in support of the 
idea, but additional understanding of the goals 
of this closure were requested.

· Numerous responses support the idea of 
creating a BID.

· Many responses noted the “start” of Downtown 
would benefi t from highlighting the gateway
aspect of this location. 

DOWNTOWN SPARK SITES 
PUBLIC ASSESSMENT 
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INFORMATIONAL 
BOARD: 

WHAT IS TIF?
This informational board was provided to give Open 
House participants a basic understanding of what 
a TIF is, how it works, and its potential role in the 
redevelopment of Downtown Albuquerque. 
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INFORMATIONAL 
BOARD: 

WHO IS MRA?
This informational board was provided to give Open 
House participants a basic understanding of MRA, 
and their role in redevelopment within and around 
Downtown Albuquerque. 
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MONEY MATTERS
WHERE ALBUQUERQUE 
SHOULD SPEND THEIR 
BURQUE BUCK$

Participants were given $5 in “Burque Bucks” to spend 
in each project range. The three project range time 
frames help defi ne the scope of investment strategies. 

· The spend totals across all categories 
represented each of the three time-frames. The 
top three bucket totals were: 

· Activation strategies received priority 
spending   - most importantly Civic Plaza’s 
utilization.

· Security and Public Restrooms are spending 
priorities in the heart of Downtown.

· Participants selected to maximize their 
allocation of Burque Bucks for new residential 
development at multiple scales.

· Public realm improvements to affect Downtown’s 
curb appeal -- additional lighting, street trees, 
and green space are spending goals.

MEDIUM TERM
INVESTMENT STRATEGIES

LONG TERM
INVESTMENT STRATEGIES

SHORT TERM
INVESTMENT STRATEGIES

Added Green 
Space

Added Green 
Space

Revitalize 
Civic Plaza
Revitalize 

Civic Plaza
Security 
Patrol

$61

Storefront 
Improvements

$73

Add more 
Lighting

$52

Small Scale 
Residential 

Infill

Small Scale 
Residential 

Infill

$65

Central 
Avenue

Streetscape

Central 
Avenue

Streetscape

$64 $64 $61

Open-Air 
Amphitheater

Open-Air 
Amphitheater

Pop-Up Shops 
and 

Events

$41

Activation
Strategy for 
Civic Plaza

$46

Clearly
Marked 

Crosswalks

$14

Provide more 
Green Plants

in Planters

$28

Educational
Support for 

Small Business

$33

Buffered 
East-West
Bike-Way

$38

Plant Trees
Expand Urban 

Canopy

$57

Wayfinding
Strategy

$11

Downtown 
Brand 

Identity

$21

Lomas 
Boulevard

Streetscape

$28

New 
Hotel
New 
Hotel

New Arts/
Performance

Venue

New Arts/
Performance

Venue

$55

Build Artist 
Housing

Build Artist 
Housing

$45

$32 $10

Provide
Public 

Restrooms

$80

Large Scale 
Residential 

Development

$120

Storefront 
Improvements

$73

Provide
Public 

Restrooms

Provide
Public 

Restrooms

$80

Large Scale 
Residential 

Development

Large Scale 
Residential 

Development

$120

Provide
Public 

Restrooms

$80

Storefront 
Improvements

$73

Large Scale 
Residential 

Development

$120

E51444
Sticky Note
Was it $15 total? or $5



18OPEN HOUSE SUMMARY | 05.21.24

PARKLET
Participants were asked to experience the Parklet 
installation on Central Avenue adjacent to the KiMo 
entrance. One on-street parking space was transformed 
into a seating area with tables/chairs, a shade structure, 
and some decorative plants.

Participants were invited to respond to a quick survey 
refl ecting their observations:

Participants who responded to the survey:

Was the average response on a scale 
of 1-5, refl ecting how much participants 
enjoyed the Parklet as it was set up during 
the Open House event.  

Would like to explore a strategy to reduce 
the size of the roadway on Central Avenue, 
and increase the sidewalk area.

Responded YES to the current Central 
Avenue looking like it needs to be updated.

       

48

3.6

81%

100%
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WHAT POLICE RESPONSE MAKES YOU 
FEEL SAFER DOWNTOWN?

SAFETY STRATEGIES
Participants were asked to vote on a range of possibilities in 
which they might feel safest in Downtown. 

These results of voting indicate a very strong preference 
for simply more people walking around downtown, 
acknowledging the benefi t of more housing and thus 
more “eyes on the street”. This continues to reinforce 
similar feedback heard throughout the public engagement 
process, as well as feedback from other stations within 
Open House #2. 

When there are other people walking around 
downtown nearby.

Seeing Albuquerque Community Safety 
responders on the ground.

A mixture of police offi cers on bikes and horses 
downtown.

A mixture of police dressed in whole uniform 
walking, police offi cers on bikes and horses 
downtown.

When I see Downtown ambassadors 
walking around.

Increasing the number of Security Cameras tied 
to the Real-Time Crime Center.

Other

41 Votes

25 Votes

17 Votes

20 Votes

15 Votes

23 Votes

10 Votes

1 Vote

0 Votes

4 Votes

7 Votes

8 Votes

5 Votes

With police offi cers dressed in full uniform 
walking around downtown.

Police offi cers on horses only.

Bike Police Offi cers only.

Increasing the number of police offi cers 
patrolling downtown in vehicles and walking 
around

Stationary Police Vehicles 
with fl ashing lights.

Multiple police offi cers in police vehicles.

When I see Downtown ambassadors 
walking around.

Increasing the number of Security Cameras tied 
to the Real-Time Crime Center.

Other

1 Vote

0 Votes

Stationary Police Vehicles 
with fl ashing lights.

Multiple police offi cers in police vehicles.

POLICE

E51444
Highlight
bold



DOWNTOWN

QUER
LBU

QUE

THANK YOU!



21OPEN HOUSE SUMMARY | 05.21.24

DOWNTOWN ALBUQUERQUE 
REDEVELOPMENT PLAN 

Throughout the activity stations, the participants showed overwhelming support for a vibrant and safe Downtown:

· Improved and additional lighting

· Clear visibility

· Defi ned routes of travel and marked crossings 

· Address vacancies by limiting ambiguous space (areas of unclear purpose)

· Improve the overall appearance Downtown and remove perceived hazards

· Cooperative communications between community stakeholders toward investment in security measures

· Events and programming to bring in critical mass leading to “eyes-on-the-street” effect

Community responses indicated a desire for a range of diverse offerings; this theme was refl ected across several 
categories: 

· Range of Businesses: shops, restaurants, galleries, theater, bars, services, and offi ce spaces

· Daytime and night-time activities and offerings

· Variety of housing typologies that build on the current state of residential

· Multiple modes of transportation 

· Multi-generational activities, offerings, and programming 

· Equity within the public environment 

- Accessibility for individuals with disabilities (ADA access)

- Access to public restrooms

- Access to nature

· Seek to attract local, regional, and out-of-state visitors

SAFETY

DIVERSITY

Our analysis from this Open House showed participants 
understand Downtown’s current challenges, and remain 
optimistic about it’s future. 

Participant perspectives varied, but two primary themes for 
Downtown emerged across their collective outlook: 

E51444
Cross-Out
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Rail Yards @ Flue Shop
Wednesday March 20, 2024

4:30pm - 6:30pm
777 1st St SW, Albuquerque NM 87102

open house style - come when you can!

DOWNTOWN  ALBUQUERQUE 
REDEVELOPMENT  PLAN

OPEN HOUSE
WHAT DO YOU WANT TO SEE IN 

YOUR COMMUNITY?

ADC Staff Report Appendix C-1



KiMo Theatre
Tuesday, May 21, 2024

4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
423 Central Ave NW, Albuquerque NM 87102

www.dtabqplan.com

DOWNTOWN ALBUQUERQUE 
REDEVELOPMENT PLAN

WHAT DO YOU WANT TO SEE 
IN YOUR COMMUNITY?

OPEN HOUSE

ADC Staff Report Appendix C-2
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September 9, 2024 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

 
This letter is to advise you that the Albuquerque Development Commission will hold a Public 
Hearing on Thursday, September 19th, 2024 at 2:00pm to consider the following request. Any 
interested party may appear and provide public comment regarding the request. 
The hearing is virtual only, available to attend via zoom. 
 
Zoom Login: https://cabq.zoom.us/j/83417450494   
Meeting ID: 834 1745 0494 
 

REQUEST 

 
The proposal is the expansion of the existing Downtown 2025 Metropolitan Redevelopment Area 
(MR Area), incorporating two new parcels, which meet the criteria of blighted. The two parcels 
intended for designation and incorporation into the existing Downtown MR Area are located at 
229 Broadway Blvd NE (owned by City of Albuquerque) and 101 Lomas Blvd. NE. The parcels 
are adjacent to each other and comprise an area of approximately 4.7 acres. The parcels are 
north of Lomas Blvd between Broadway Blvd to the east and the Railroad right-of-way to the west. 
The existing conditions of these parcels meet the definition for designation as a “blighted area” in 
accordance with the State of New Mexico Redevelopment Code (MR Code), as one of the parcels 
is completely vacant and the other is underutilized. The MR Code does not grant local 
government the power of eminent domain for the acquisition of private property. 
 
The staff report, full application, supplemental materials, and Zoom login is posted at the following 
website 72 hours before the hearing date:   
https://www.cabq.gov/mra/albuquerque-development-commission/adc-agendas-archives  
 
Notice to Persons with Disabilities: If you have a disability and require special assistance to 
participate in this meeting, please contact TTY at 1-800-659-8331 at least three (3) days prior to 
the meeting/hearing date. 
 
You may sign up for public comment, submit written public comment, or direct questions for 
additional information regarding this request to the Metropolitan Redevelopment Agency at 
mrainfo@cabq.gov.      

ADC Staff Report Appendix C-3
Letter to NA's followed by email list & map

https://cabq.zoom.us/j/83417450494
https://www.cabq.gov/mra/albuquerque-development-commission/adc-agendas-archives
mailto:mrainfo@cabq.gov
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LOCATION MAP 

 



The City of Albuquerque ("City") provides the data on this website as a service to the
public. The City makes no warranty, representation, or guaranty as to the content,

accuracy, timeliness, or completeness of any of the data provided at this website. Please
visit http://www.cabq.gov/abq-data/abq-data-disclaimer-1 for more information.
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Osborn, China F.

From: Osborn, China F.
Sent: Monday, September 9, 2024 10:15 AM
To: abqcorena@gmail.com
Subject: Notice of Public Hearing - Albuquerque Development Commission 
Attachments: ADC_Public Notice Letter_mailed 2024 09 09.pdf

Please find attached the Notice of Public Hearing for the September 19, 2024 ADC meeting. The following project is 
within or adjacent to your neighborhood association, will be considered during the meeting: 
 

REQUEST 
 
The proposal is the expansion of the existing Downtown 2025 Metropolitan Redevelopment Area (MR Area), incorporating
two new parcels, which meet the criteria of blighted. The two parcels intended for designation and incorporation into the
existing Downtown MR Area are located at 229 Broadway Blvd NE (owned by City of Albuquerque) and 101 Lomas Blvd.
NE. The parcels are adjacent to each other and comprise an area of approximately 4.7 acres. The parcels are north of
Lomas Blvd between Broadway Blvd to the east and the Railroad right-of-way to the west. The existing conditions of these
parcels meet the definition for designation as a “blighted area” in accordance with the State of New Mexico 
Redevelopment Code (MR Code), as one of the parcels is completely vacant and the other is underutilized. The MR Code
does not grant local government the power of eminent domain for the acquisition of private property. 
 
If you have any questions about this notice, please contact me directly. 
 
Kindly, 
 
CHINA FAIRE OSBORN (she/her/ella) 
Redevelopment Project Manager  
o  505.810.7499 
e  cosborn@cabq.gov 
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Osborn, China F.

From: Osborn, China F.
Sent: Monday, September 9, 2024 10:15 AM
To: cicm-na@comcast.net
Subject: Notice of Public Hearing - Albuquerque Development Commission 
Attachments: ADC_Public Notice Letter_mailed 2024 09 09.pdf

Please find attached the Notice of Public Hearing for the September 19, 2024 ADC meeting. The following project is 
within or adjacent to your neighborhood association, will be considered during the meeting: 
 

REQUEST 
 
The proposal is the expansion of the existing Downtown 2025 Metropolitan Redevelopment Area (MR Area), incorporating
two new parcels, which meet the criteria of blighted. The two parcels intended for designation and incorporation into the
existing Downtown MR Area are located at 229 Broadway Blvd NE (owned by City of Albuquerque) and 101 Lomas Blvd.
NE. The parcels are adjacent to each other and comprise an area of approximately 4.7 acres. The parcels are north of
Lomas Blvd between Broadway Blvd to the east and the Railroad right-of-way to the west. The existing conditions of these
parcels meet the definition for designation as a “blighted area” in accordance with the State of New Mexico 
Redevelopment Code (MR Code), as one of the parcels is completely vacant and the other is underutilized. The MR Code
does not grant local government the power of eminent domain for the acquisition of private property. 
 
If you have any questions about this notice, please contact me directly. 
 
Kindly, 
 
 
CHINA FAIRE OSBORN (she/her/ella) 
Redevelopment Project Manager  
o  505.810.7499 
e  cosborn@cabq.gov 
 

 
 



1

Osborn, China F.

From: Osborn, China F.
Sent: Monday, September 9, 2024 10:15 AM
To: sbmartineztown@gmail.com
Subject: Notice of Public Hearing - Albuquerque Development Commission 
Attachments: ADC_Public Notice Letter_mailed 2024 09 09.pdf

Please find attached the Notice of Public Hearing for the September 19, 2024 ADC meeting. The following project is 
within or adjacent to your neighborhood association, will be considered during the meeting: 
 

REQUEST 
 
The proposal is the expansion of the existing Downtown 2025 Metropolitan Redevelopment Area (MR Area), incorporating
two new parcels, which meet the criteria of blighted. The two parcels intended for designation and incorporation into the
existing Downtown MR Area are located at 229 Broadway Blvd NE (owned by City of Albuquerque) and 101 Lomas Blvd.
NE. The parcels are adjacent to each other and comprise an area of approximately 4.7 acres. The parcels are north of
Lomas Blvd between Broadway Blvd to the east and the Railroad right-of-way to the west. The existing conditions of these
parcels meet the definition for designation as a “blighted area” in accordance with the State of New Mexico 
Redevelopment Code (MR Code), as one of the parcels is completely vacant and the other is underutilized. The MR Code
does not grant local government the power of eminent domain for the acquisition of private property. 
 
If you have any questions about this notice, please contact me directly. 
 
Kindly, 
 
 
CHINA FAIRE OSBORN (she/her/ella) 
Redevelopment Project Manager  
o  505.810.7499 
e  cosborn@cabq.gov 
 

 
 



[EXTERNAL] Forward to phishing@cabq.gov and delete if an email causes any concern.

From: Supple, Sarah
To: Brunner, Terry; Jackson, Jennifer; Osborn, China F.
Subject: FW: Notice of Public Hearing - Albuquerque Development Commission
Date: Wednesday, September 11, 2024 9:04:29 AM
Attachments: ADC_Public Notice Letter_mailed 2024 09 09.pdf
Importance: High

Hi everyone – Please see below. How should I respond to Loretta?
 
SARAH SUPPLE
m 505.810.7501
 

From: SBMTNA <sbmartineztown@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 11, 2024 8:56 AM
To: Supple, Sarah <ssupple@cabq.gov>; Mayor Keller <mayorkeller@cabq.gov>; jbaca@cabq.gov;
nmolina@cabq.gov
Cc: salamdezia@gmail.com; dznaranjo30@gmail.com; Melissa Murillo-Naranjo
<murillom16@gmail.com>; Rosalie Martinez <rosalimartinez06@gmail.com>;
jeslopez102@gmail.com; NaranjoLopez2010@gmail.com; illgen <theresa.illgen@zoho.com>; gilbert
speakman <gilsman1@outlook.com>
Subject: Fwd: Notice of Public Hearing - Albuquerque Development Commission
 

Ms. Supple,
 
Santa Barbara Martineztown Neighborhood Association (SBMTNA) is surprised to receive the attached Notice of
Public Hearing. The Metropolitan Redevelopment Office has never contacted the association to discuss this matter.
Under the City Agreement with SBMTNA, the City MRA office is obliged to meet with the neighborhood association. 
 
SBMTNA is requesting a copy of the process the Albuquerque Development Commission requires the applicant to
follow before submitting an application.  Also, the SBMTNA would like all documents submitted to your office by
China Osborn, MRA office. The documents the association request is for the properties at 101 Lomas NE and 229
Broadway NE. 
 
SBMTNA would like to know the deadline to submit a letter of opposition to the Albuquerque Commission and
whom to address the letter. 
 
Thank you for your assistance. If you can please provide your phone number so I can call about this matter. 
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Loretta Naranjo Lopez, SBMTNA
(505)270-7716
 
 
 
 

ADC Staff Report Appendix D
Emails and Letters from SBMTNA

mailto:phishing@cabq.gov
mailto:ssupple@cabq.gov
mailto:terrybrunner@cabq.gov
mailto:jjackson@cabq.gov
mailto:cosborn@cabq.gov
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September 9, 2024 


 


NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 


 


This letter is to advise you that the Albuquerque Development Commission will hold a Public 


Hearing on Thursday, September 19th, 2024 at 2:00pm to consider the following request. Any 


interested party may appear and provide public comment regarding the request. 


The hearing is virtual only, available to attend via zoom. 


 


Zoom Login: https://cabq.zoom.us/j/83417450494   
Meeting ID: 834 1745 0494 


 


REQUEST 


 


The proposal is the expansion of the existing Downtown 2025 Metropolitan Redevelopment Area 


(MR Area), incorporating two new parcels, which meet the criteria of blighted. The two parcels 


intended for designation and incorporation into the existing Downtown MR Area are located at 


229 Broadway Blvd NE (owned by City of Albuquerque) and 101 Lomas Blvd. NE. The parcels 


are adjacent to each other and comprise an area of approximately 4.7 acres. The parcels are 


north of Lomas Blvd between Broadway Blvd to the east and the Railroad right-of-way to the west. 


The existing conditions of these parcels meet the definition for designation as a “blighted area” in 


accordance with the State of New Mexico Redevelopment Code (MR Code), as one of the parcels 


is completely vacant and the other is underutilized. The MR Code does not grant local 


government the power of eminent domain for the acquisition of private property. 


 


The staff report, full application, supplemental materials, and Zoom login is posted at the following 


website 72 hours before the hearing date:   


https://www.cabq.gov/mra/albuquerque-development-commission/adc-agendas-archives  


 


Notice to Persons with Disabilities: If you have a disability and require special assistance to 
participate in this meeting, please contact TTY at 1-800-659-8331 at least three (3) days prior to 
the meeting/hearing date. 
 


You may sign up for public comment, submit written public comment, or direct questions for 


additional information regarding this request to the Metropolitan Redevelopment Agency at 


mrainfo@cabq.gov.      



https://cabq.zoom.us/j/83417450494

https://www.cabq.gov/mra/albuquerque-development-commission/adc-agendas-archives

mailto:mrainfo@cabq.gov
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---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Osborn, China F. <cosborn@cabq.gov>
Date: Mon, Sep 9, 2024 at 10:15 AM
Subject: Notice of Public Hearing - Albuquerque Development Commission
To: sbmartineztown@gmail.com <sbmartineztown@gmail.com>
 

Please find attached the Notice of Public Hearing for the September 19, 2024 ADC meeting. The
following project is within or adjacent to your neighborhood association, will be considered during
the meeting:
 

REQUEST
 
The proposal is the expansion of the existing Downtown 2025 Metropolitan Redevelopment Area
(MR Area), incorporating two new parcels, which meet the criteria of blighted. The two parcels
intended for designation and incorporation into the existing Downtown MR Area are located at 229
Broadway Blvd NE (owned by City of Albuquerque) and 101 Lomas Blvd. NE. The parcels are adjacent
to each other and comprise an area of approximately 4.7 acres. The parcels are north of Lomas Blvd
between Broadway Blvd to the east and the Railroad right-of-way to the west. The existing
conditions of these parcels meet the definition for designation as a “blighted area” in accordance
with the State of New Mexico Redevelopment Code (MR Code), as one of the parcels is completely
vacant and the other is underutilized. The MR Code does not grant local government the power of
eminent domain for the acquisition of private property.
 
If you have any questions about this notice, please contact me directly.
 
Kindly,
 
 
CHINA FAIRE OSBORN (she/her/ella)
Redevelopment Project Manager
o  505.810.7499
e  cosborn@cabq.gov
 

 

A D C  S t a f f  R e p o r t  A p p e n d i x  C - 3

mailto:cosborn@cabq.gov
mailto:sbmartineztown@gmail.com
mailto:sbmartineztown@gmail.com
https://www.google.com/maps/search/229+Broadway+Blvd+NE?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/229+Broadway+Blvd+NE?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/101+Lomas+Blvd.+NE?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:cosborn@cabq.gov


[EXTERNAL] Forward to phishing@cabq.gov and delete if an email
causes any concern.

From: SBMTNA
To: MRAinfo; Supple, Sarah; Osborn, China F.
Cc: salamdezia@gmail.com; Jesse Lopez Member; gilbert speakman; Ian Colburn; dznaranjo30@gmail.com;

meliszayden10@gmail.com; illgen; Rosalie Martinez; NaranjoLopez2010@gmail.com; Evelyn Bonilla;
tinadauber@gmail.com; escobedo.julie@yahoo.com; PHILLIPHERN@yahoo.com; Bradley Brown;
lizpolisar@gmail.com; Baca, Joaquin; Mayor Keller; Joaquin Baca; Angela Vigil Member; Andres Ayon;
albqmontoya1@aol.com

Subject: REQUEST DENIAL OF THE PROPOSAL TO CHANGE MARTINEZTOWN MRA TO DOWNTOWN MRA FOR 229
BROADWAY NE AND 101 LOMAS BLIVD NE

Date: Friday, September 13, 2024 11:44:39 AM
Attachments: ALBUQUERQUEDEVELOPMENTCOMMISSIONLETTER91324.docx

Dear Interim Chair Mona Ghattas, 

Attached is the Santa Barbara Martineztown Neighborhood Association (SBMTNA) request to
deny the subject proposal.  Please include the letter as part of the record.

Sincerely,

Loretta Naranjo Lopez, President
SBMTNA
1420 Edith NE
Albuquerque, NM 87102
(505)270-7716
sbmartineztown@gmail.com

mailto:phishing@cabq.gov
mailto:sbmartineztown@gmail.com
mailto:MRAinfo@cabq.gov
mailto:ssupple@cabq.gov
mailto:cosborn@cabq.gov
mailto:salamdezia@gmail.com
mailto:jeslopez@msn.com
mailto:gilsman1@outlook.com
mailto:colburn.ian@gmail.com
mailto:dznaranjo30@gmail.com
mailto:meliszayden10@gmail.com
mailto:theresa.illgen@zoho.com
mailto:rosalimartinez06@gmail.com
mailto:NaranjoLopez2010@gmail.com
mailto:cri4eb@yahoo.com
mailto:tinadauber@gmail.com
mailto:escobedo.julie@yahoo.com
mailto:PHILLIPHERN@yahoo.com
mailto:bbabqnm@yahoo.com
mailto:lizpolisar@gmail.com
mailto:joaquinbaca@cabq.gov
mailto:mayorkeller@cabq.gov
mailto:joaquinbaca@yahoo.com
mailto:gopackgo123@hotmail.com
mailto:andrewayon381@gmail.com
mailto:albqmontoya1@aol.com
mailto:sbmartineztown@gmail.com

September 11, 2024



Mona Ghattas, Interim Chair

Albuquerque Development Commission

c/o ssupple@cabq.gov 





Dear Albuquerque Development Commission,



Santa Barbara Martineztown Neighborhood Association (SBMTNA) is requesting denial of the request to include 229 Broadway NE and 101 Lomas Blvd in the Downtown 2025 Metropolitan Redevelopment Area (MR Area).  The Martineztown Santa Barbara has an MRA and would like the economic benefits from this property to remain in the neighborhood.



SBMTNA is requesting that the City of Albuquerque Metropolitan Redevelopment Office to meet with the neighborhood to discuss why the City has not updated our MRA Plan and why the City is imposing the Downtown area boundaries into our neighborhood?  The separation of the railroad has been a deterrent of any expansion of the downtown in our neighborhood and now the City of Albuquerque is planning to expand it without the consent of the neighborhood.



SBMTNA has been working with the Historic Preservation Office to preserve the historical neighborhood.  This action will destroy the historical significance of the Martineztown Santa Barbara Neighborhood.



SBMTNA wants to know why the City of Albuquerque continues to perpetuate racial inequities against Martineztown Santa Barbara Neighborhood?  The City of Albuquerque refused to meet with our neighborhood and did not include any of our suggestions in the Central ABQ Planned Area and now is trying to remove part of neighborhood boundaries.



The City of Albuquerque City Council Enacted R-20-75.  This enactment is for the City to address racial and social inequity.   The City states in R-20-75 that they will involve persons and communities of color and social diversity in the decision-making process.  SBMTNA was not involved in this process.  The resolution further states that equity means eliminating disparities in policy, practice and allocation of resources so that income and zip code do not predict one’s success while also improving positive outcome.  The proposal is to eliminate Martineztown Santa Barbara Neighborhood from benefitting from their MRA funding and take away the economic improvements that it brings to the neighborhood.  Where are the shared resources?  The neighborhood has been asking for infrastructure improvements for over fifty years and nothing gets done. 

The Housing and Neighborhood Economic Development Fund Report ( HNEDF) 2022 Comprehensive Plan on page 16 states that “higher rents, lower vacancies, and increasing demand for new real estate development characterize the office, industrial, retail, and multifamily rental markets since 2002 and suggest that while the real estate market in the Pocket is growing, these conditions have not improved local residents’ economic prospects. The report further states that these pressures will only intensify as there are many new development projects in the pipeline that will impact local real estate market drive demand upward, and potentially place increasing costs pressures on low-income households and local businesses.  While these new developments are exciting for Albuquerque Residents and small businesses and overall gentrification.  These projects include but are not limited to:  Rail Trail and Greater Downtown Urban Trail Projects, Rail Yards Redevelopment and Proposed stadium for the New Mexico United Professional Soccer Team.”  The proposal to include downtown in the Martineztown Santa Barbara Neighborhood is to support the gentrification and the eradication of the neighborhood by imposing the downtown boundaries in the neighborhood.

The association has not been given any documents to analyze and critique on how and why decisions were made to change the neighborhood boundaries without the input from the neighborhood.

 

SBMTNA request the Albuquerque Development Commission to deny this unreasonable request and put an end to the destruction of Martineztown Santa Barbara Neighborhood.  This request if allowed will set precedence to destroy a significant and one of the oldest historic neighborhoods in the city of Albuquerque.



Sincerely,

Loretta Naranjo Lopez, President

Ronald Vallejos, Vice President

Andrew Tafoya Leverett,  Secretary

Jesse Lopez, Secretary

David Naranjo, Board Member

Gilbert Speakman, Board Member

Rosalie Martinez, Board Member

Olivia Ayon, Board Member

Melissa Naranjo

Theresa Illgen



Exhibits:  https://www.cabq.gov/health-housing-homelessness/documents/2022-hnedf-plan-final.pdf

R-20-75  - https://www.cabq.gov/office-of-equity-inclusion/news/city-council-votes-unanimously-to-strengthen-and-re-affirm-the-city2019s-commitment-to-racial-equity-and-social-justice
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September 11, 2024 
 
Mona Ghattas, Interim Chair 
Albuquerque Development Commission 
c/o ssupple@cabq.gov  
 
 
Dear Albuquerque Development Commission, 
 
Santa Barbara Martineztown Neighborhood Association (SBMTNA) is requesting denial of the 
request to include 229 Broadway NE and 101 Lomas Blvd in the Downtown 2025 Metropolitan 
Redevelopment Area (MR Area).  The Martineztown Santa Barbara has an MRA and would like 
the economic benefits from this property to remain in the neighborhood. 
 
SBMTNA is requesting that the City of Albuquerque Metropolitan Redevelopment Office to 
meet with the neighborhood to discuss why the City has not updated our MRA Plan and why the 
City is imposing the Downtown area boundaries into our neighborhood?  The separation of the 
railroad has been a deterrent of any expansion of the downtown in our neighborhood and now the 
City of Albuquerque is planning to expand it without the consent of the neighborhood. 
 
SBMTNA has been working with the Historic Preservation Office to preserve the historical 
neighborhood.  This action will destroy the historical significance of the Martineztown Santa 
Barbara Neighborhood. 
 
SBMTNA wants to know why the City of Albuquerque continues to perpetuate racial 
inequities against Martineztown Santa Barbara Neighborhood?  The City of Albuquerque 
refused to meet with our neighborhood and did not include any of our suggestions in the Central 
ABQ Planned Area and now is trying to remove part of neighborhood boundaries. 
 
The City of Albuquerque City Council Enacted R-20-75.  This enactment is for the City to 
address racial and social inequity.   The City states in R-20-75 that they will involve persons and 
communities of color and social diversity in the decision-making process.  SBMTNA was not 
involved in this process.  The resolution further states that equity means eliminating disparities in 
policy, practice and allocation of resources so that income and zip code do not predict one’s 
success while also improving positive outcome.  The proposal is to eliminate Martineztown 
Santa Barbara Neighborhood from benefitting from their MRA funding and take away the 
economic improvements that it brings to the neighborhood.  Where are the shared resources?  
The neighborhood has been asking for infrastructure improvements for over fifty years and 
nothing gets done.  

The Housing and Neighborhood Economic Development Fund Report ( HNEDF) 2022 
Comprehensive Plan on page 16 states that “higher rents, lower vacancies, and increasing 
demand for new real estate development characterize the office, industrial, retail, and 
multifamily rental markets since 2002 and suggest that while the real estate market in the Pocket 
is growing, these conditions have not improved local residents’ economic prospects. The report 
further states that these pressures will only intensify as there are many new development projects 
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in the pipeline that will impact local real estate market drive demand upward, and potentially 
place increasing costs pressures on low-income households and local businesses.  While these 
new developments are exciting for Albuquerque Residents and small businesses and overall 
gentrification.  These projects include but are not limited to:  Rail Trail and Greater Downtown 
Urban Trail Projects, Rail Yards Redevelopment and Proposed stadium for the New Mexico 
United Professional Soccer Team.”  The proposal to include downtown in the Martineztown 
Santa Barbara Neighborhood is to support the gentrification and the eradication of the 
neighborhood by imposing the downtown boundaries in the neighborhood. 

The association has not been given any documents to analyze and critique on how and why 
decisions were made to change the neighborhood boundaries without the input from the 
neighborhood. 
  
SBMTNA request the Albuquerque Development Commission to deny this unreasonable request 
and put an end to the destruction of Martineztown Santa Barbara Neighborhood.  This request if 
allowed will set precedence to destroy a significant and one of the oldest historic neighborhoods 
in the city of Albuquerque. 
 
Sincerely, 
Loretta Naranjo Lopez, President 
Ronald Vallejos, Vice President 
Andrew Tafoya Leverett,  Secretary 
Jesse Lopez, Secretary 
David Naranjo, Board Member 
Gilbert Speakman, Board Member 
Rosalie Martinez, Board Member 
Olivia Ayon, Board Member 
Melissa Naranjo 
Theresa Illgen 
 
Exhibits:  https://www.cabq.gov/health-housing-homelessness/documents/2022-hnedf-plan-
final.pdf 
R-20-75  - https://www.cabq.gov/office-of-equity-inclusion/news/city-council-votes-
unanimously-to-strengthen-and-re-affirm-the-city2019s-commitment-to-racial-equity-and-social-
justice 
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